
Page !1 April 2018

 

VFW 1st District of California
DISPATCH

Volume 18, Issue 4 April 2018www.vfwd1.org

Facebook
FACEBO
OKFAC

Commander & President — Pg. 2  

State Convention Details — Pg. 3 

Quartermaster’s Report — Pg. 4 

Americanism — Pg. 6 

District Roster Form — Pg. 8  

Purple Heart Replaced — Pg. 9-13 

Veterans Flee California — Pg. 14 

Flyers/March Calendar — Pg. 15-17

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

NEEDED: DISPATCH EDITOR 
& WEB CONTENT MANAGER

lupe4vfw@aol.com

Current Dispatch Editor Steven 
Williams, AKA District Sr. Vice 
Commander, is moving up in District 
and State positions. The new editor 
may use a program of their choice and 
may change the Dispatch to adjust to 
their specific editing abilities. For the 
website, once the District moves to the 
new “National Solution” web platform, 
managing web content will simply 
require the ability to use a computer.  
     Please share this information with 
your members. This a great 
opportunity for a creative-minded 
member to take on a project where 
they can exercise their creative talents 
while performing an important mission 
for our District. 

vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com

Lakeside VFW Women pave the way

Diana Kulhanek 
Aux. Sr. Vice Pres., Post 5867 
Awarded the Patrick Henry High 
Silver Medallion for exhibiting good 
citizenship, patriotic education, and 
community service. She has also been 
Teacher of the Year for the VFW at 
multiple levels for multiple years!

Paula Jansen 
Commander, Post 5867 
Woman of the Year for the 38th 
Senate District of California. 
Jansen was hand-selected by 
Sen. Joel Anderson for her 
community service work. The 
first female Commander of Post 
5867 isn't finished yet! 

http://www.facebook.com/vfwmighty1st
http://www.facebook.com/vfwmighty1st
mailto:lupe4vfw@aol.com
http://www.vfwd1.org
mailto:lupe4vfw@aol.com
mailto:vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/vfwmighty1st
http://www.facebook.com/vfwmighty1st
mailto:vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com
http://www.vfwd1.org
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District 1  
President  

Beth Flinn

Hello 1st District Sisters, Brothers and Comrades. 
I hope everyone had a great St. Patrick's Day with lots 
of green beer and corn beef and cabbage.  

April is the month for the Easter Bunny, Easter 
eggs and spending time with our families. 

 Auxiliary nominations and elections are here as 
well. Things to remember: 

Elected officers, secretaries, and chairmen must be 
members in good standing with annual dues paid for 
the duration of the 2018-2019 year. 

All Presidents have received President packs from 
department via email and should have received a hard 
copy sent via mail from me with a Warrant and 
Delegate forms for District, Department and National 
Conventions. Warrants must be filled out and 
information must be input to MALTA. 

The District President needs a hard copy of the 
warrant for Mass Installation regardless of your 
Auxiliary’s participation. I will  be contacting each 
Auxiliary Pres. and/or  Sec.  for a copy of Warrants. 

Membership: We are at 97.29%. Come on 1st 
District, we can do it! GIVE A HOOT, GO RECRUIT! 

Programs are at almost 100%. We have a few more 
Americanism reports and we will be 100% in 
reporting. 

I would like to commend all Chairmen. Thank you 
for excepting the chairmanship and for all of your hard 
work. 

Food for thought: 
Preamble of our Bylaws — We, fathers, mothers, 

husbands, wives, widowers, widows, brothers, sisters, 
sons, daughters, grandsons, and granddaughters, who 
are citizens of the United States of America and any 
National, not less than sixteen (16) years of age 
deceased or honorably discharged Officers or enlisted 
persons, who are citizens of the United States of 
America and have served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States of America, whose service entitles them 
to membership in the VFW as specified by the laws 
governing eligibility in the Veterans of Foreign War of 
the United States, and who are in possession of or 
entitled to an honorable discharge under the authority 
of a Charter duly granted by the National Convention 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, 
do unite to establish a permanent organization. 

In closing, I would like to wish everyone have a 
very Blessed Easter, Passover, or Happy Holiday. 
  
Respectfully and Loyalty, 
Beth Flinn, District 1 President 
Give a Hoot, Love, Honor, and Cherish Our Veterans

District 1  
Commander  
Doug Scholl

Is it really April?! The calendar sure says it is.  
My personal blessings are with all of you as we kick 

off April with the holiest of celebrations. I hope you all 
have taken some time to genuflect and find respite within 
the good books you read at home and your own churches.  

I can’t thank all of you enough for all of the hard work 
you do in the Posts and that is what is important. I started 
out this year saying it’s not about hats, it’s about getting 
every single Post to do one thing better than they did last 
year.  

So right off the top — Reporting. We have to tell 
people what we did. IF you’re still having issues with 
reporting give any of us a call and we’ll walk you 
through it. And yes, I’m well aware of the blackout sheets 
issues. Here’s what I’ll tell you, send a copy of the report 
to me and I’ll fight for your credit directly to the 
Commander because it’s the layers underneath that are 
failing.  

Great work in Membership We have several Posts that 
have made, and several more that are closing in on, 
100%. Without membership we lose our ability to fight 
for the benefits our service has earned us. Our Veterans 
issues are not D or R issues but Red, White, and Blue 
issues! Keep up the great work.  

Anything important happening in April??? Oh yeah, 
Elections! I wish you all the best in filling your officer 
positions this month. Some faces are going to stay the 
same and some are going to have complete makeovers. 
Regardless the outcome, make sure your reliefs are fully 
prepared to assume the duties in July. Make sure they 
have District contacts if any questions arise. Please, 
please make sure your members are prepared for the 
positions they are elected to. Too many times, and I know 
several stories, and was even asked myself to take a 
position I wasn’t prepared for. Do not set up new 
members for failure in their first or second meeting by 
electing them to positions they haven’t learned about.  

Also equally important is getting your election report 
filled out and sent back to National. While your at it, send 
a copy to the District Adjutant and CC Doug Carrington, 
Slainte1861@att.net so the Roster Books can be 
completed as early as possible. With that, please check 
phone numbers and e-mails from last year’s roster.  

With that being done, please bring them all to Mass 
Install. If you haven’t heard the news, Sr. Vice Steve 
Williams is making a very thoughtful change. No meal. 
Come and get installed, no charge, and carry on with 
your day. Department Sr. Vice Commander Lamont 
Duncan and Department Auxiliary Sr. Vice President, one 
of our own, Ellie Mello will be the presiding installing 
officers.  

mailto:Slainte1861@att.net?subject=
mailto:Slainte1861@att.net?subject=
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District Dispatch Editor 
Steven Williams 

District 1 Sr. Vice Commander 
9122 Bubbling Wells Road 

Lakeside, CA 92040 
vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com 

(619) 922-0330

Disclaimer 
     The “Dispatch” is the official publication of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United States, District 1, 
Department of California, and shall act as a periodical 
for the benefit and enrichment of all VFW Posts, Ship, 
and Auxiliaries in District 1.  
   As Department Officers, any and all communications 
from the District 1 VFW Commander and Auxiliary 
President are considered to be official as they have the 
privilege of membership on the VFW Department of 
California Council of Administration. 

###########
###########
###########

VFW 
STATE CONVENTION 

June 7-10, 2018 
DoubleTree Hotel 

Bakersfield, California 

RESERVE YOUR HOTEL ROOM 
Deadline May 7

############
############
############

DINNER REGISTRATION

Good
Luck
Posts

This gives the new Comrades and our regular stalwarts 
the chance to meet with our Department Officials. I’d be 
remiss to forget to tell you there is a party afterwards, but 
that is at your own choosing as Lakeside will be holding 
their annual Crawfish boil and you can enjoy some cold 
beverages and suck down some heads.   

Calendars are crazy things. As soon as you fill one out 
and think you have it locked and ready, something else pops 
up that needs just as much attention. There are two items for 
calendar notes in April. 

First, April 28th is Loyalty Day. This day will proceed as 
scheduled as it is it’s own event. However the Annual 
Spring Pig Roast also got put onto that same day as Dale has 
to work around his schedule too. Loyalty Day will take 
place at the Dalemar Pig Roast at 1 p.m. or 1300 hours if 
you still read that time. There will be a color guard 
presentation, salute to the colors, National Anthem, Pledge 
of Allegiance and recital of “This Ol’ Flag.” Loyalty Day is 
Free! It doesn’t cost you thing to come out and spend some 
time with Comrades and Auxiliary. The Pig Roast is 
separate. It’s the normal Pig Roast fare — $30.00 all-you-
can-eat, all-you-can-drink (Remember it’s a marathon not a 
sprint).  

The other Calendar note is what’s missing off the 
Calendar. After changing dates, two meetings, and three 
dates with the rug pulled out from under us, I have decided 
to forgo the traditional homecoming. I don’t need the back 
slapping and rah rah, and taking another day away from you 
doing things that need to be done at the Post. The Auxiliary 
is planning one for President Beth. When you see an 
announcement for Homecoming, it is for the Auxiliary.  

Remember we are here to help! Yours in Comradeship. 

#MightyFirst #ServiceFirst 
Doug Scholl 
Commander 

http://www.vfwca.org/meetings-events/events/StateConentionSchedule.pdf
mailto:vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com
http://www.vfwca.org/meetings-events/events/1JuneHotelRegistration.docx
mailto:vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com
http://www.vfwca.org/meetings-events/events/StateConentionSchedule.pdf
mailto:vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.vfwca.org/meetings-events/events/AllAmericanLunch2018form.pdf
http://www.vfwca.org/meetings-events/events/1JuneHotelRegistration.docx
mailto:vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.vfwca.org/meetings-events/events/AllAmericanLunch2018form.pdf
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FROM THE DESK OF 
ADJUTANT/QUARTERMASTER 

Commanders, Captain, Quartermasters & 
Paymaster, Comrades, Sisters and Brothers:   

Are not those chocolate peanut butter Easter 
eggs so good!  HAPPY EASTER to you, your 
family and loved ones. Just a friendly 
reminder that after Loyalty Day and Pig 
Roast at Delmar Ranch, in about (7) seven 
days is the 1st District Convention, Sunday, 
May 6th 2018, at Carter-Smith Post 5867 in 
Lakeside.   Also, by the time of the District 
Convention all 1st District Posts should have 
completed 2018-2019 Post elections and 
submitted their report with a copy to District. 
By Section VIII of the District By-Laws, a 
Dues Assessment of FIFTY CENTS ($0.50) 
per member based on the total membership 
as of 30 June each year is due and payable on 
or before the next District Convention.    
Failure of a Post to pay this assessment will 
result in the loss of all privileges, including 
voting rights in the District, Department and 
National Conventions.   Posts this month 
should also elect their delegates and 
alternates to the District Convention.  Many 
Posts are not following Article VI of District 1 
By-Laws. Each Post Commander needs to 
ensure they follow Post (If Post Has), District 
and National By-Laws.  It will make for less 
confusion and your job as Commander that 
much easier.  

The 61st District Mass Installation is on 
Saturday, 12 May at Carter-Smith Post 5867 
in Lakeside. Starting at 11 AM.  Post and 
Auxiliary please send or call your Post or 
Auxiliary reservations to partake no later 
than May 5, 2018 to Keith and Susan Mac 
Donald, the Mass Installation Chairman.   
Their address, phone, and email are as 
follows:13300 Los Coches Road E. #63, El 
Cajon, CA.  92021 (619) 806-1346 or 

smacdon407@aol.com.  Please make your 
payment payable to VFW 1st District and be 
sure to send it to them.    The National Home 
is a place where the lingering wounds of war 
can be healed, a place where veterans and 
their families can restore their relationships. 
At the National Home’s campus, families can 
live in a single-family home for up to four 
years at no cost, while they work with our 
caring professionals to identify and resolve 
their problems. Parents may receive job 
training or other educational help, and 
limited financial assistance, in addition to 
extensive counseling, and while veteran 
parents are getting back on their feet, their 
children enjoy all the best of a small town 
American childhood. We know it works, 
because our kids go on to do well. They 
become young men and women who respect 
and love America, and who honor the service 
and sacrifice of veterans.  Can we count on 
you and your Posts special gift today to help 
military children and their families at the 
VFW National Home for Children?   As a 
privately funded organization, they rely 
completely on the caring hearts of Posts and 
people like you and me.  Again, thanks for all 
you do and let’s keep the “Mighty First” first.   
Any Post or any Comrade needs help with 
audits, programs or just a question; the 
District Officers are here to help.  Just give a 
yell!    

 erry P. Koehmlein   
District One Adjutant/Quartermaster   

smacdon407@aol.com

########################
########################

http://www.vfwnationalhome.org
mailto:smacdon407@aol.com
http://www.vfwnationalhome.org
mailto:smacdon407@aol.com
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JOIN HERE!

Comrades, 
I attended the Legislative Rally in D.C during the 

first week of March. Our talking points are: 
Sequestration – the VFW will continue to lobby to 

have sequestration removed from the 2011 Control 
Budget Act until it is no longer an option. 

Sequestration causes canceled training, penalties on 
contracts, delayed maintenance on weapon platforms, 
lack of equipment and spare parts, cuts to quality of life 
programs, and overall decreased readiness status. 
Incidently every Congressman I talked to agreed that 
although it looked good at the time, it is not working 
and needs to be removed from the CBA. 

Veteran’s Administration – the VFW does not 
want to see the VA privatized. Its doctors have unique 
knowledge in treating veteran-related disorders. We 
encourage extension and improvement of the Choice 
Act. Toxic exposure still needs more investigation by 
the VA and the National Academy of Sciences to 
improve the care of those veterans exposed to Agent 
Orange, Gulf War Syndrome, burn pits, and 
contaminated drinking water. The Blue Water Navy 
Vietnam Veterans Act almost passed in this last round 
of Budget bargaining with a proposal to round down 
VA pensions. The majority of Congress didn’t feel 
veterans on disability pensions should fund a new 
benefit. When we arrived we were told about an 
investigation into the VA by Chief of Staff Bob 
Wallace, his statement was if we were asked about the 
controversy to reply fire everyone in the VA causing 
the problems. To date several VA Headquarters 
personnel have resigned, transferred, or fired as was VA 
Secretary Shulkin. 

Concurrent Receipt – both for military retirees 
receiving VA disability and military widows receiving 
SBP and DIC have sympathy from the Congress, the 
problem is funding it. 

It is my pleasure to serve you as your Legislative 
Chairman and on the National Legislative Committee. 

Service over Self. 
Tom Dorsey

#############################
#############################
#############################
#############################

Legislative Chairman

Happy Spring everyone! Our Membership meeting 
was held last Tuesday, March 27th at San Marcos 
Memorial Post 3795. Thank you to President Ian for 
such a wonderful warm welcome and great food. 
Our Medallion winners for this month were: 
1. Escondido 1513 @ 122.22% 
2. Gen. Henry D. Styer 2422 @ 105.48 
3. Michael A, Monsoor 2082 @ 103.52% 
4. Bert Fuller 9578 @ 101.65% 
5. Mission Valley 3787 @ 98.48% 
6. Encanto 1512 @ 100.00% 

There were no new 90% or 100% winners, 
however we do have many of you only one or two 
members away from achieving that 100%. The 
District only needs 141 more members to achieve 
100% so come on everyone, we can do this!! 
As I write this article, District 1 is at 97.22%; 
District 3 is at 96.37%; District 17 is at 97.39%; and 
Department is at 97.06% We need to get crackin' 
here folks! 

Our next meeting will be on April 24 th at the 
Santee Post. Look forward to seeing you all there. 
Christine Edwards, Membership Chairman 

GIVE A HOOT! GO RECRUIT!! 
Christine Edwards

Auxiliary Membership

http://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweekly
http://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweekly
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Auxiliary Americanism

www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-89/pdf/STATUTE-89-Pg211.pdf#page=1

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-89/pdf/STATUTE-89-Pg211.pdf#page=1
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-89/pdf/STATUTE-89-Pg211.pdf#page=1
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Auxiliary Americanism cont.

https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/

www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AV7afHx0-8

https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/VFW-Auxiliary-Traditions-08.2017.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/VFW-Auxiliary-Traditions-08.2017.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AV7afHx0-8
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/VFW-Auxiliary-Traditions-08.2017.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AV7afHx0-8
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/VFW-Auxiliary-Traditions-08.2017.pdf
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Commanders and Captain, 

It is that time to begin creating our District roster for the 2018-2019 year. Each Post 

and Ship will be submitting their election report in April. As the Roster Coordinator for 
the District, I must include items that are not listed on your Election Report as you 
will see below. 

Our District Roster is not only a handy guide for coordinating events around the 
District, interpersonal visitations by our members, but an important reference for 
recruiting new members. 

1.Dues are on your election report, however new member fees are not. 

Your new member fees are: $________. ***  

(This will be shown in the roster as (example) Dues: $40.00/Fees: $5.00) 

***There has been some confusion about this in the past. Some Posts/Ship will add a 

small dollar amount to the new members initial Dues to cover any costs incurred. 
Some Posts/Ship do not. The average seems to be about $5.00. This is totally optional 
and is added by the Post/Ship. In no way is it mandatory. *** 

2.Canteen (if applicable): Days open and hours of operation. 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
__________ 

Your Post/Ship # ______________________ 

Please forward this information to me at: slainte1861@att.net  

Thank you for your time, 

PDC Doug Carrington

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

of the United States 

Department of California 

1st District

DEADLINE: May 15, 2018

mailto: slainte1861@att.net

mailto:slainte1861@att.net
mailto:slainte1861@att.net
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More 
Photos On

Hero’s Heart Heralded 
VFW Post 11388 hosted a special Purple 
Heart Medal presentation Mar. 24 for a dear 
Comrade — Betty Rosevear. The medal was 
for Betty’s first husband, Billy Huffman, 
who was killed in action in World War II. 
Randy Martinak from Linn County Oregon 
Veteran’s Memorial Association selected 
Billy’s name from one the walls at the Linn 
County Veteran’s Memorial for a special 
Veterans Day article in the local newspaper,  

which is included below. As Randy was doing the research, he came across Betty, Billy Huffman’s wife at the time of 
his death. Betty went on to serve in the Army as a nurse during the war. Through discussions with Betty, Randy learned 
that Billy’s original Purple Heart Medal was stolen with her foot locker shortly after the war. On his own, Randy went 
about obtaining a replacement medal. In coordination with VFW Post 11388, Randy came down from Oregon and 
presented the medal to Betty at a ceremony held at the home of Bill and Muriel Denke. 

“Not Just a Name on the Wall” by Randy Martinak 

Again it is Memorial Day, and as a member of the Linn County Veterans Memorial Executive Board, I 
will be at the Memorial Day Service. At 11 a.m., people will gather at the Veterans Memorial in Timber 
Linn Park to pay tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice, men and women who gave their lives 
during one of the wars of the 20th and now, the 21st century. 

I spend a lot of time at the memorial, doing general maintenance work, putting up “sentry” bricks 
on the ring of walls that face inward toward the black granite plaques that bear the names of those who 
were killed in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Iraq, and Afghanistan. Every name 
engraved there deserves honoring. The names engraved on sentry bricks which bear the name of a 
veteran who served honorably, some still living, some gone, do too. Behind that brick or engraving, 
there is a story, a story that most people do not know. Those who know the story bear the burden of 
remembering the sacrifice that they made while their father, mother, brother, sister, cousin, aunt, uncle, 
or grandparents were deployed, not knowing, or knowing, that someone close to them could be in harms 
way. I know a lot of those stories because I am part of the crew who processes the applications, makes sure the brick or 
engraving is spelled right, and we put those bricks and engravings on the walls. 

Each Memorial Day, the engraved names, the names of those who gave their all, stand out to me, and beg for some 
sort of research that will bring their name forward to be recalled and honored. It is something that one who has served 
feel obligated to do. So each year, I pick one name, and I do my best to tell that soldier, sailor, airman, or 
coastguardsman’s story. It allows all of us to know and grieve the loss of his or her life, as their families did at the time 
of their death, on this one day, in one short hour of ceremony. As I do this research, the one who is to be honored 
becomes a living person again, not just a name on the wall. 

This year, it was a name that I have walked by a hundred times or more, another of the over 100 names of Linn 
County citizens who were killed while serving in World War II. Billy L. Huffman, to me, and I hope to all who show up 
at the memorial to pay tribute, is not just a name on the wall: 

Billy was the son of Edward H. Huffman and Laura Randolph Evans Huffman, born April 6, 1920. His mother died 
a little over a week after he was born, and as she referred to him as “her sweet Billy Lou”, that was the name he was 
given. He spent his childhood in Baker County, and left there to attend Oregon State College. At the time he enlisted in 
the army he lived in Linn County at Route 1, Box 51, Stayton, Oregon. He returned to Baker, Oregon on his time off 
from college, and visited his sweetheart, Betty Lou Gano who was in nurses training. He went to Portland and enlisted 
in the army three days after his 22nd birthday. He was selected into the Army Air Corps, and trained as a pilot. He was a 
suave young man in an army air corps uniform with a pair of gold wings who flew a big four engine heavy bomber, a 
Boeing B-17. Those pilots trained in many places, and I am not sure where he trained, but it can be extrapolated from 
the unit he was ultimately assigned to, the 452nd Heavy Bombardment Group, a part of the 8th Air Force. 

The United States Army Air Force activated the 452nd Bombardment Group (H) on June 1, 1943, at Geiger Field, 
Washington, with plans to have the Group be at full strength by August 25, 1943. Immediately the Group was divided 
into four squadrons: the 728th, the 729th, the 730th, and the 731st. On June 13, 1943, the Group began to grow when 
192 enlisted men reported for duty at Camp Rapid, located near Rapid City, South Dakota. A new Commanding Officer, 
Lt. Colonel Herbert O. Wangeman, with eight months of distinguished service overseas in the United Kingdom was 
introduced to the Group on June 18, 1943. On October 8, 1943, the 452nd Bomb Group began to move from Camp 
Rapid to Oregon.                                                                                                                  

See PURPLE HEART II, Page 10 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/vfwd1/albums/72157684199538641/with/36005013002
http://www.flickr.com/photos/vfwd1/albums/72157684199538641/with/36005013002
http://www.flickr.com/photos/vfwd1/albums/72157684199538641/with/36005013002
http://www.flickr.com/photos/vfwd1/albums/72157684199538641/with/36005013002
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PURPLE HEART II, cont. 

Training for the original crews occurred in Walla Walla and Moses Lake Washington, Pendleton and Redmond 
Oregon, and at Pyote, Texas. A final stop was made at Grand Island, Nebraska, before going to England. 

Billy L. Huffman became a husband before he shipped out for combat duty. On June 6, 1943 he married to Betty 
Louise Gano in Portland, Oregon. 

Second Lt. Billy L. Huffman was assigned to a Squadron, the 728th. Although the cadre had formed at Salt Lake 
City Army Base, the training sent the trainees to Ephrata, Walla Walla, and Moses Lake, WA; Rapid City, SD; Lincoln 
and Grand Island, NE; Sioux City, IA, Wilmington, NC, Shaw Field, SC; Oklahoma City, OK, Pendleton Field and 
Redmond, OR; Peyote, TX; and Great Falls, MT. 

On January 2, 1944, the majority of the first wave of the 452nd embarked from Camp Shanks, NY on the “Queen 
Elizabeth” liner for a trip that landed them in N. Scotland. Many of the flight crews started their journey in a B-17 via 
Newfoundland and Labrador and ended at their new home, Deopham Green airfield. 

Although the 452nd arrived late in the war, it proved critical timing. On February 5 1944 the 1st mission was flown, 
targeting Romilly, France. To those who know the history of World War II, it was important for allied forces to put the 
German air force out of business making it a lesser threat for the allied invasion of France, which most people know, 
occurred June 6, 1944. This meant that the targets of the bombers included airfields, airplane factories, fuel supplies, all 
those things which were strongly defended by anti-aircraft weaponry, and the fast fighter planes of the Luftwaffe. There 
were no easy targets for the 452nd’s B-17’s. 

The four months with the highest losses for the B-17 Flying Fortress bomber occurred from February 1944 through 
May 1944 which was the Group's first four months of combat. During these four months, over 500 airmen from the 8th 
Air Force would give their lives for their country, while 8,500 others would be taken as prisoners. 

Each B-17 had a crew made up of 10 men. The commanding officer was the pilot, and the executive officer was the 
co-pilot; these two officers received equal training, and their difference in status was largely only due to the luck of the 
draw. The bombardier was also an officer, manning the chin turret during flight but taking control of the entire bomber 
during the actual bomb run, even flying the aircraft at that time, via the connection between his Norden bomb sight and 
the auto-pilot system. The navigator, another officer, kept the aircraft path during the flight and manned the cheek guns 
when attacked. The flight engineer, a non-commissioned officer, was trained in the basic mechanics of the entire aircraft, 
and manned the top turret when attacked. The radio operation, a non-commissioned officer, handled communications 
and served as the first aid giver when necessary. Finally, the four remaining crew member, all non-commissioned 
officers, manned the ball turret, left waist gun, right waist gun, and the tail gun; although these bombers were durable, to 
call them "fortresses" was an exaggeration, thus the gunners served an important role in the defense of these actually 
vulnerable bombers. 

Many of the B-17’s were named by their crews, and the nose art that they painted on the aircraft is well known and 
recognized. The B-17 flown by Lt. Huffman’s crew was named MAVOUREEN, and according to his wife, he named the 
aircraft after a song that she learned from the Irish nurses in Baker. She sang the song for him, and he claimed it was his 
favorite. Apparently the pronunciation in the song sounded like Mavoureen, but actually it is “mavourneen” which is of 
Anglo-Irish origin; a term of endearment ”my dear one,” or “darling,” or “sweetheart.” 

That particular aircraft, according to military records was serial number 42-37951, a “B17G-20-DL Fortress”, 
delivered from the factory of Douglas to Denver October 25, 1943; Walla Walla November 7, 1943, and assigned to the 
728th Bomber Squadron (Europe) Deopham Green January 6, 1944. It is highly likely that Billy Huffman and his crew 
flew this aircraft across the Atlantic. 

See PURPLE HEART III, Page 11 
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PURPLE HEART III, cont. 
Lt. Huffman and his crew left Deopham Green’s 2,000 

yard main NE-SW runway on one successful mission. 
The second mission was a bombing mission to a 

location near Poznan, Poland February 20, 1944. It was a 
prime target for the allies. 

When Poland was overrun and annexed by Nazi 
Germany in 1939, it was the subject of very aggressive 
Germanization. Over 100,000 Polish citizens were expelled 
from the city of Poznan, and replaced by Volksdeutch 
settlers. Poznan prior to annexation and Germanization was 
a big industrial center and a key railroad junction. The 
Germans had taken that area and had in five years turned it 
into a major arms manufacturing and development center 
for the Third Reich. The “Park Cytadela” which was a 
Prussian Fort became a war laboratory to produce 
gunpowder and shells during WWII. Polish citizens 
provided a slave labor force for the German war machine. 
Just 170 kilometers southwest of Poznan was Stalag Luft III which opened in 1942, a prison camp for captured allied 
soldiers, a place made famous by the movie “The Great Escape” which was based on that internment camp. 

The MAVOUREEN did not return from that February 20th mission. Eyewitness accounts documented in the 
Missing Air Crew Report Number 2779 dated February 21, 1944 described the demise of the aircraft: 

“We were flying in the same formation with aircraft 42-37951 when attacked by four JU-88’s which lobbed one 
rocket apiece into the formation and then came at us firing 20mm canon. Aircraft 42-379051 had a fire to the left of the 
#1 engine and there was a hole there about 2 feet by three feet on the leading edge of the left wing believed to have been 
caused by 20mm’s. Aircraft 42-37951 pulled up out of the formation but continued on for several minutes in the same 
direction. The occupants were seen to parachute and Lt. Davis and Lt. Hiller, Bombardier and Navigator of another 
plane in the same formation counted nine parachutes. The Tail Gunner of their plane, Sgt. Thomas R. Wiley 18208488, 
counted ten open parachutes.” 

That report is appended to a 1949 Memorandum to the Officer in Charge of the Casualty Section which officially 
listed five members of the crew as presumed, and officially considered deceased. 

The complete crew and their present status as shown by records of this office, follows: 
Pilot Billy L. Huffman 2nd Lt. 0677280 – KIA; CP George E. Tomlinson 2nd Lt. 0751774 – KIA; N Horton B. Lehman 
2nd Lt. 0809650 – PPD; B Lloyd R. Frazier 2nd Lt. 0671233 – PPD; TT Robert J. McCabe S/Sgt. 12184913 – PPD; R 
Samuel M. Fanburg S/Sgt. 14161914 – PPD; BT John B. Brady Sgt. 12086945 – KIA; LG Thomas E. McDonald Sgt. 
37395503 – EUS; RG George T. Smith Sgt. 38255136 – EUS; TG Martin L. Berry Sgt. 34646011 – PDD 

George T. Smith and Thomas McDonald survived their parachute exit from the burning aircraft. 
The families of these airmen were notified following the missing in action report of 1944, that their loved ones were 

missing, and their fate was unknown. 
Before the war ended, captured German records revealed that the count of parachutes by others on the mission were 

accurate when they reported nine, not ten parachutes. The captured records revealed that nine members of the aircrew of 
the Mavoureen had jumped, and the body of pilot Billy L. Huffman was found in or near the crashed B-17. A record 
indicated that 18 year old farmhand had “stolen” an insignia of “an English” aviator who crashed on the farm, and the 
German military relieved him of that insignia which turned out to be the identification tag, commonly known as a “dog 
tag”, which was stamped “B. L. Huffman O-677280”. 

The plane had come down on land about five miles east of Korsor, Seeland Island, Denmark. The German record 
indicated that the body of the pilot, and that of co-pilot Tomlinson who was removed from the waters near Hillerkroog 
Island about 55 miles south of Korsor, were buried in the Cemetery of Svino By, in Denmark. 

The files contain documents regarding how the German Wehrmacht buried deceased allied airmen: 
In the sworn statement by Vicar Johs. P. Lindelov who conducted funeral services for the allied dead buried in Svino 

By Cemetery, “I did personally witness the actual burials of coffins in graves 14-44 inclusive, but all those coffins were 
previously sealed and I saw no more that the exteriors. The coffins were distinguished from each other by slips of paper 
fastened to the outsides by the Germans, indicating the places where the bodies were found.” 

And, “After the burial of the flyer in grave 44 I was prohibited from witnessing the actual burials and conducted 
funeral services in each case on the Sunday immediately following the burial.” 
(Billy L. Huffman was in grave #48.) 

In conclusion, “I cannot vouch for the accuracy of information given me by the Germans, nor that the bodies in the 
coffins are exactly as indicated, but I can say that I recorded this information without errors.” 

See PURPLE HEART IV, Page 12 
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PURPLE HEART IV, cont. 
In the statement of Svino By Cemetery Caretaker Rasmus Christensen, “The German military personnel brought the 

bodies by motor vehicle to the churchyard at Svino By. Some were already in coffins, for others the Germans brought 
coffins from Vordinborg. The bodies were then laid out on tables in the churchyard mortuary and German personnel 
removed personal papers and effects. Then the bodies were placed in coffins and the identification tags placed on top of 
the coffins with slips of paper where on I wrote the location where the body was found. I recorded the information from 
the identification tags to coincide with the coffin numbers, and then the Germans took away tags and personal 
belongings of the airmen and sealed the coffins. I dug the graves, the Germans laid the coffins in the graves, and I 
covered them with dirt.” 

Now the families could be notified of the death, and there begins another part of the journey of Billy L. Huffman, 
the long road home. Documentation in the 165-page “Individual Deceased Personnel File” compiled by the Department 
of the Army reveals that the “personal belongings” of Billy Huffman were sent home to his widow, Betty Lou Huffman 
(nee Gano) who was a member of the Army Nurses Corps, and that was a long and drawn out process which included a 
delay when the personal belongings were inadvertently sent to the relatives of a deceased service member who lived in 
Glendale, California whose name was close - Hoffman. 

The files are filled with letters back and forth from Billy’s widow, and his parents attempting to get further 
information about his death, his subsequent burial, and a hope for a true identification and repatriation of his remains. It 
must have been a painful wait. 

Betty Louise Huffman was advised her husband was missing in action March 7, 1944, followed by a confirmation 
that he was killed in action received in July of 1944. The personal belongings of Billy Huffman were inventoried and 
stored when he did not return from that bombing mission February 20, 1944, and the military was still trying to get the 
belongings back to her in late 1945. Meanwhile, the now 2nd Lt. Betty L. Huffman, a nurse, was working in a hospital 
in Auburn, California. Later, she worked in a large tent hospital on Leyte in The Philippines, and when the war ended, 
she was in Manila. She returned to the United States, and worked at a hospital at the Presidio in San Francisco. She was 
discharged from there, and met William Harold Rosevear, another WWII veteran. They were married in San Francisco 
on December 16, 1946. 

In 1946, graves registration disinterred the remains of Billy L. Huffman, confirmed the identification by dental 
records and the fact that his Army Air Corps life vest (nicknamed the “Mae West”) was found with his remains and his 
name was on that item. He was reburied in the grave at Svino By cemetery. The family also received a letter from one of 
the surviving members of Billy’s crew who was incarcerated as a prisoner of war. It had to have been either Left Gunner 
Tom McDonald, or Right Gunner George Smith, who told them that when the Germans interrogated him, they showed 

him a ring bearing the initials BLH, which he knew to be Billy’s ring, and 
he had been advised that the owner of the ring had been found with a 
downed bomber and was deceased. 
Betty’s remarriage inadvertently created another hurdle she and Billy’s 
parents had to get over to bring Billy home. After she had remarried, the 
ring was recovered, and she requested that the military send that to his 
parents. The Department of the Army required Billy’s parents to submit a 
marriage certificate of Betty Lou Huffman and William Harold Rosevear 
so the remains could be sent to his parents for burial in Oregon. A copy of 
that marriage certificate is also in the file. 
Betty Louise Rosevear lives in San Diego, California, her second 
husband recently died. Betty is 96 years old, and in a Facebook entry by 
her in 2016, she lamented the loss of her first husband’s Purple Heart. It 
was in her foot locker which was stolen in San Francisco before she 
moved to San Diego. She says that being a nurse saved her from thinking 
about her loss, and gave her something else to keep her mind busy. She 
thinks of Billy often, and has visited the graveyard at Svino By, 
Denmark. She also has a photo of the crashed “Mavoureen”. In addition, 
she supplied documents which reveal that her husband’s aircraft was shot 
down by fighter pilot and German Ace in the Luftwaffe, Eduard Tratt, 
who flew missions over England, Russia, France, and Poland. Billy’s 
B-17 was Tratt’s 38th and final victory on Feb. 20, 1944. While attacking 
B-17 bombers of the 91st Bomb Group near Nordhausen on Feb. 22, 
1944 he and his gunnery officer flying a Messerschmitt Me410B were 
shot down and killed. S/Sgt R.L. Jackson, a right waist gunner on a B-17 
of the 401st Squadron of the 91st Bomb Group claimed a fighter that day, 
which may have been Tratt’s. 

See PURPLE HEART V, Page 13 
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PURPLE HEART V, cont. 
Edward H. Huffman, Billy Huffman’s father was notified that on May 5, 1948, 

his son’s remains had been disinterred again, and had been sent to the U.S. 
Military Cemetery, Neuville-Condroz, Belgium for repatriation to the United 
States. On the 28th of December 1948 he was again contacted and advised that per 
his request, his son’s remains would be delivered to Howell Edwards Funeral 
Home, Salem, Oregon, with the caveat that “the schedule of deliveries has not yet 
been established, but your funeral director will be advised approximately five days 
in advance of delivery to permit him to advise you and to make final burial 
arrangements.” Howell Edwards Funeral Home, 545 North Capital Street, Salem, 
Oregon was finally advised, “REMAINS OF THE LATE SECOND 
LIEUTENANT BILLY L HUFFMAN ASN O-677280 BEING SHIPPED TO 
YOU ACCOMPANIED BY MILITARY ESCORT ON TRAIN NUMBER 
TWENTY SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD DUE TO ARRIVE SALEM 
OREGON STATION SEVEN FIFTY SEVEN PM RAILROAD TIME ONE 
FEBRUARY (1949). REQUEST YOU MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO ACCEPT 
REMAINS AT STATION UPON ARRIVAL AND THAT YOU IMMEDIATELY 
PASS THIS INFORMATION ON TO NEXT OF KIN.” 

Six years after his B-17 was shot from the sky, after he stayed at the controls while the other nine of his crew made a 
hopeful parachute jump without knowing that they were over water or land, the posthumously promoted Billy L. 
Huffman returned home. 

Billy’s grave is in the IOOF Cemetery in Salem, Oregon, home, and at final rest. He is not forgotten, because we 
remember, and at the Linn County Veterans Memorial on May 29, 2017, once again, a 21 gun salute will be fired, and 
taps will sound, for all who have died in service to their county, and especially for Lieutenant Billy L. Huffman, one of 
our own, and much more than just a name on a wall.

March was National Nutrition Month. Complete 
nutrition is complex and depends on individual needs. 
Recent changes to the TRICARE benefits include 
updating the coverage for medically necessary, which 
means it is appropriate, reasonable, and adequate for 
your condition. 

Medically necessary specialized formulas are 
covered by TRICARE for oral nutritional therapy, or 
therapy requiring a feeding tube or intravenous tube. 
This coverage extends to nutrition therapy for 
malnutrition as a result of end-stage renal disease. 

Medically necessary food (including some vitamins 
and minerals), medical equipment, supplies, and services 
may be cost-shared when used as a treatment for the 
following covered medical conditions: Inborn errors of 
metabolism; Medical conditions of malabsorption; 
Pathologies of the alimentary or digestive tract; A 
neurological or physiological condition 

Prenatal vitamins that require a prescription may 
also be cost-shared but are covered for prenatal care 
only. Ketogenic diets for the treatment of seizures that 
are resistant to standard anti-seizure medication are 
covered, including medical services and supplies 
provided in inpatient or outpatient settings. 

Adults with a body mass index (BMI) of 30 kg/m2 
or higher and children/adolescents with a BMI value 
greater than the 95th percentile may also receive care 
under TRICARE. Intensive behavioral interventions 

from a TRICARE-authorized provider authorized 
provider is any individual, institution/organization, or 
supplier that is licensed by a state, accredited by the 
national organization, or meets other standards of the 
medical community and is certified to provide benefits 
under TRICARE. There are two types of TRICARE-
authorized providers: Network and Non-Network. to 
encourage sustained weight loss (12-26 sessions in a 
year) are covered. These interventions include, but aren’t 
limited to: Setting weight loss goals; Diet and physical 
activity guidance; Addressing barriers to change; Active 
self-monitoring; Strategies to maintain lifestyle changes 

For many people, complete nutrition means more 
than simply eating right. TRICARE supports medically 
necessary nutritional needs and ensures you and your 
family get the care you deserve.

TRICARE covers ‘medically necessary’ nutrition requirements

www.tricare-west.com

www.facebook.com/

www.youtube.com/tricare

http://www.facebook.com/TRICARE
http://www.tricare-west.com
http://www.facebook.com/TRICARE
http://www.tricare-west.com
http://www.youtube.com/tricare
http://www.youtube.com/tricare
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With 1.7 million veterans residing in California, our 
state is home to the largest population of former 
service members. With this honor comes the 
challenge of also having the highest number of 
veterans experiencing homelessness, approximately 
29 percent of the national total. 

Thanks to our Legislature and California voters, 
$600 million was authorized in 2014 to support the 
Veteran Housing and Homeless Prevention (VHHP) 
program and fund the development of multifamily 
housing for veterans experiencing homelessness and 
veterans at-risk of homelessness. 

CalVet collaborates with the California 
Department of Housing and Community 

Development (HCD) and the California Housing 
Finance Agency (CalHFA) to administer the 
program. To date, VHHP has awarded approximately 
$238 million to 55 projects throughout the state. 

Recently, the VHHP program made $75 million 
available to communities throughout California in its 
fourth round of Notice of Funding Availability 
(NOFA) application cycle. Funds are awarded to 
qualifying developers and nonprofit entities to 
construct, acquire, rehabilitate, or preserve affordable 
multifamily housing for veterans and their families. 

Check with CalVet for more info. 

Why is California losing military veterans faster than most states?

By Phillip Reese, The Sacramento Bee 
preese@sacbee.com 
California is quickly losing its veterans. 

Barely one in 20 adults living in California during 
2016 served in the military. The number of military 
veterans per capita in California fell 48 percent between 
2000 and 2016, much faster than the nationwide decline, 
according to the latest figures from the U.S. Census 
Bureau. 

Only five states — New Jersey, New York, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island — saw a 
larger decline in veterans per capita between 2000 and 
2016. Only two states — New York and New Jersey — 
have a lower percentage of adults who served in the 
military. 

All states have seen a drop in veterans as World War 
II veterans die, but a few factors set California apart from 
most states. 

One is the price of housing. It is more expensive to 
buy or rent a home in California than it is in most other 
states. 

Within California, counties with high median home 
prices tended to have large declines in veterans per capita 
since 2000. 

Other factors may include: 
▪ California is losing residents to other states. Between 
2000 and 2016, about 800,000 California military 
veterans left the state while just 540,000 military veterans 
came here from other states, according to a Bee review of 
U.S. Census data. 

▪ Multiple military bases have closed in California during 
the past few decades. Areas around military bases tend to 
have high concentrations of veterans. As closed bases 
fade into memory, the number of veterans in those 
communities also declines. 
▪ The nation is becoming more politically segregated. 
People with similar political beliefs tend to move close to 
one another. States with a low proportion of Trump voters 
in 2016 also tended to have large declines in military 
veterans per capita. 
▪ Much of California’s population growth in the past two 
decades has come from immigration. Foreign born U.S. 
residents are less likely to be military veterans (though 
hundreds of thousands of naturalized U.S. citizens serve 
in the armed forces). 

http://www.calvet.ca.gov/VHHP
http://www.calvet.ca.gov/VHHP
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Quilts 

of

Dignity 
District Contest
The challenge is to create a quilt 

that can be given to a VA Hospital 
or Veteran Center to use as a 

dignified covering for veterans 
when they pass, until arrangements 

are made. Must be washable. 
Quilts CANNOT be purchased
 and must be worked on by at 
least one auxiliary member.

$100 for Best District 
Quilt entry in the State.
Citation to each District 

for Participation.

Hospital Special Project

*Districts can submit more than one entry.
**Deadline May 1st.    ***Size - Double Bed
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Military Children make up a very special part of our nation’s 
population.  Although young, these brave sons and daughters stand in 
steadfast support of their military parents.  To honor their unique 
contributions and sacrifices on behalf of our country, each April is 
designated the Month of the Military Child. 
“Military Brat” is a badge of honor for kids raised in a military family.  
The moves, stressors and changes in cultures make them much more 
resilient than most.  The term is sometimes derogatory in civilian life, 
but military kids stand proud and consider themselves   “Born Rough 
And Tough”.  In celebration of these exceptional kids let us recognize 
them and show them we care.  
“Give A Hoot”!   Please remember to get your reports in to your 
Chairmen so we can make District 1 shine!!! 
Let us stand together in support of our Organization, Veterans and Mili 
Loyally,   Laura Ashley  
Chairman, District 1

Veterans & Family Support


