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North County Stand Down closes in, needs volunteers
The next Stand Down is in January — The North County Stand Down,

Jan. 25-28, at the Green Oak Ranch, 230 East Park Avenue, Escondido.
Many of you have heard us speaking about it at the District meetings,
and a lot of you have asked to help during this event. Please pass along
this information to your membership. Anyone who is interested in
volunteering please contact me at the information listed below.
The set up for this event is much different than the one in south
county. There will be a lot of different locations onsite that will need help
in many areas, i.e. I am going to be working with Veterans that have the
animals area.
We will want you in the best place to make the most of your help and
the help to our Veterans. We need to know your times and days that you
want to come up and help. They will also need to register online so they
can have access to the site. If anyone has any questions I am available.
If you have told me that you wanted to help, please confirm your
name by email and I will forward you the link for registration.
Looking forward to seeing many of the 1st District showing our
strong support again.
Thank you for doing what you do.
Kathie Okolski
kittnn1050@gmail.com
858-740-1269 cell, please leave a message

Congrats New Jr. Vice Commander
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District 1
Commander
Doug Scholl
First off, before I get into my normal prose, whenever you

name names you always have this sinking feeling of “what
if I forget someone”, so should I just give a general “good
game” or call out individuals. I believe people need to be
recognized for what they do and sure enough I missed a
person, not out of intent, but sometime there is always that
one guy that has your back and in fact has everyone’s back,
and for some reason what he does gets overlooked. You all
know “that guy/lady” who is the quiet behind-the-scenes
worker that truly keeps the gears greased. I owe Jerry
Koehmlein a huge thank you for understanding my vision
and executing perfection in the USS Cole ceremony. He
even filed a national report I had no clue that was required.
Jerry is not always the quiet guy, fills my e-mail box 10
times a day with information, and you can count on “I emailed it to you”, and if I don’t get an e-mail I call him and
do a health and welfare check to ensure he has a pulse.
Without Jerry I’d be lost at this job and would have been
lost the last three years. So thank you Jerry, for everything
you do.
I hope everyone had an exceptional Thanksgiving. My
belt tells me I did. While it seemed like there was time to
breathe in November the truth is, at least we got a little
chance to catch our breath. We are going to need it for
December — almost every Post has its own special
Christmas Program and of course a little celebration too.
Plus we have the District-supported functions also.
I’m looking forward to December 9th as we get to
reward the many students who participated in the Voice of
Democracy and Patriots Pen program. None of these
students had to participate in these programs and submit
their work, however they did, whether through a family
contact or a teacher at school. Make sure you recognize
their work by bringing them to the luncheon where they get
a day to celebrate their work, and have a moment to enjoy
something out of their norm. Yes it costs money to
put these on, however a rewarding experience can be
the difference in a child’s life that turns a page or sparks a
new avenue for that child to explore. So I implore you to
bring your winners to the luncheon on the 9th. Not for the
District, but for the child who deserves it.
Speaking of deserving, Randy Treadway’s annual Back
Pack stuffing will commence on December 16th at the VA
hospital in La Jolla. This is a program that is going to
provide 200 back packs to needy veterans that are admitted
at VA La Jolla and the Aspire Center in Old Town. They
have this program down to a science and it is appreciated
by the hospital and most importantly the patients, our
Veterans!
See Commander, Page 3

District 1
President
Beth Flinn
Sisters, Brothers and Comrades,
Hello again. Boy has time flown right passed. Hope
everyone had a fantabulous and Blessed Thanksgiving with
family and friends as we sat around the table giving thanks to
all of our Veterans, past and present, and active military for
the time they have given and the sacrifices to keep our
country free.
Let’s talk about membership. I know we all have worried
about MALTA. Now it’s up and running and we need to get
going. For those of you who missed the Membership meeting
you missed a wonderful School of Instruction given by JJ on
MALTA. She borrowed her husbands projector, screen, and
computer and went over quite a bit on navigating through the
MALTA site showing where to go and how to enter
members. JJ helped several Auxiliaries put members into
MALTA. JJ, thank you so much.
This information is in the Nov. VFW Auxiliary Magazine
MALTA: Frequently Asked Questions:
Q: Who can see what information?
A: The President, Secretary, and Treasurer of an Auxiliary
can see all the information for its members. Likewise,
the President, Treasurer and Secretary of the Department
can see all information for the members within their
Department.
Q: Can these officers change all of a member's information?
A: They cannot change birth dates or membership start dates
They can change all other information for a member if
requested.
Also, any member can change their own information
Q: Why does Headquarters have bank account information
for Auxiliary and Departments?
A: This is how Headquarters pays out awards and dues
collected through MALTA and any other disbursements they
are due. It saves the organization thousands of dollars every
year to do as many financial transactions digitally.
Q: Do members have to pay their dues online?
A: No. They can pay their Auxiliary Treasurer like they
always have. However, your dues will be paid immediately
if you do it online yourself. All members may access their
membership card at any time on any device by logging in to
MALTA and selecting "View Card"
REMEMBER THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT: ANY
ANNUAL MEMBER NOT PAID BY DECEMBER 31
WILL LOSE THEIR MEMBERSHIP. THEY WILL HAVE
TO RE-APPLY AND START AS A NEW MEMBER. So
let’s get the fire going so we can be 100%.
See President, Page 3
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Commander cont.
December 16th will also be Wreaths Across
America at both Pt. Loma and Miramar National
Cemeteries.
Tuesday, December 19th, will be the traditional
“Joint Membership” meeting at Don Diego! This is a
night of comradeship, one of our most important
tenants of our organization. I can bring and distribute
supplies, however I’d rather spend the time amongst
you all. You reading this is our most important asset!
Without you this organization could not do all it has
done and all its capable of.
Speaking of parties, there are going to be many!
Please be careful, watch out for the other guy, and
watch out for each other! We want to hit 2018 with
everyone healthy, everyone here, and everyone ready
for the official visit.
Congratulations to Commander Myles Fry on his
election to District Junior Vice for the remaining of
the 2017-2018 year! Myles is going to be an
outstanding District Commander who I look forward
to serving and assisting in his 2019-2020 year!
Thank you to Hank and Jerry for setting up the
District Meeting at the Chula Vista Veterans home.
Comrades from Post 3783, 2082, 10577, 4630 all had
a great breakfast with the residents. Many were
happy to see us and Susan Shipp is an asset to the
home and a proud VFW Auxiliary Member! Thank
you Susan for all your hard work.
The next District Meeting will be held on January
14th which will be the official visit. Department
Commander Wayne Wright and Auxiliary President
Tracy Lewis-Ventress will be joining us for the
weekend. We look forward to everyone we see on the
road and at the Saturday night banquet — flyer later
on Page 14. It’s a Hawaiian theme catered by L&L
BBQ, so let’s have some Mighty First District Fun!
It’s Hawaiian shirts and flip flops approved (for the
Banquet) before we slip into Blues and Greys, and
District Post polos, for the meeting at 10 a.m. at Post
2111 in PSC Bobby Price Hall!
Thank you for all your hard work that you do!
Remember to report it. We’re really good at our job,
we just have to remember to report it and tell
someone we did it!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to ALL!

Doug Scholl
District Commander
#MightyFirst #ServiceFirst
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President cont.
December is Joint Membership meeting at Don Diego
7420. Each Auxiliary is asked to bring a side dish.
Programs: as I have completed my Inspections for
the year visiting each Auxiliary, I listened to each
Auxiliary, talking about all the wonderful fundraising
events, Hospital visits, etc. This District is AWESOME
in the work we do for our Veterans and families. So
why haven't you taken credit and done the reports?
Reporting is your way of showing on paper or via
email your great work. Remember that when quotas are
sent in, each one is a report. I would once again say
thank you for all your hard work and support this year.
You are an AWESOME District!
Please keep the families of our sisters and brothers
whom have gone to their heavenly home in our
thoughts and prayers that they may find comfort and
have a blessed Christmas.
Remember to shake a hand of a Veteran or active
military member you may see or meet in your travels.
Tell them thank, thank you for your service

HAVE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Respectfully and Loyalty,
Beth Flinn, District 1 President
Give a Hoot, Love, Honor and Cherish Our Veterans

Disclaimer
The “Dispatch” is the official publication of Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States, District 1,
Department of California, and shall act as a periodical
for the benefit and enrichment of all VFW Posts, Ship,
and Auxiliaries in District 1.
As Department Officers, any and all communications
from the District 1 VFW Commander and Auxiliary
President are considered to be official as they have the
privilege of membership on the VFW Department of
California Council of Administration.

District Dispatch Editor
Steven Williams
###########
District
1 Sr. Vice Commander
###########
9122 Bubbling Wells Road
###########
Lakeside, CA 92040
vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com
(619) 922-0330
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NEW District Jr Vice
Commander
Greetings Comrades,
First and foremost, it is an
honor to be elected as your new
Junior Vice Commander! I
would like to introduce and
give a brief background of
myself. I am from San
Bernardino, Calif., and I joined
the U.S. Navy in June 1995. I retired in 2015 as a
Chief Damage Controlman from Southwest
Regional Maintenance Center where I continue to
serve as a Ship Superintendent for two Arleigh
Burke Destroyers. I have two teenage boys and my
wife Ashlie Fry is serving on active duty at Naval
Base Coronado. I look forward to serving with
everyone and I truly have a lot to learn!
The best part of my job is that I still get to talk
to Sailors on the deckplates and see what they need
and what their plans are for the future.
Transitioning service members, either retiring or
separating, are genuinely nervous and have many
questions on what to expect while transitioning
from military to civilian life. I was in their shoes
just a few years ago. I try to tell them that they are
not alone and there are many programs available to
ease the anxiety of separating. The first question
when talking about the VFW is “WIFM” or “What’s
in it for me”? I stress the importance of having a
Veterans Service Organization to assist with
transitioning and that they are not alone. Most
people, such as ourselves, have a sense of service
and want to give back to the community.
Thank you and I look forward to meeting
everyone in the near future!
Myles Fry
District 1 Jr. Vice Commander
mylessfry@gmail.com
619-507-8700

Auxiliary Publicity
Upcoming Events
12/16/17 * Backpacking at the VA Hospital in LaJolla @
9am in the Multipurpose room
12/19/17 * Jt. Membership @ Post 7420 – Don Diego
Dinner @ 6pm – Announcements @ 6:30pm.
* Meeting starts @ 6:45pm. All Auxiliary members are
asked to bring a side.
Official Visit – Tentative Schedule
Thursday – 1/11/18
5:00-6:30pm *Steaks @ Post 2275 – S.A. B.L.E.
Friday – 1/12/18
7-8am *Breakfast at the Omelet Factory in La Mesa
9-10am *Visit Next Step Service Dogs in Escondido
11am-12pm *Visit Post 3795 – San Marcos Memorial (lunch
to be confirmed)
1-2:30pm *Visit VA Hospital
2:30-3:30pm *Return to hotel (Hotel and Location TBA)
5:30-7pm *Dinner @ Post 1512 – Encanto
8-9pm *Sombrero Presentation @ Post 7420 – Don Diego
9-10pm *Return to hotel
Saturday – 1/13/18
8-10am *Breakfast @ Post 5477 – Silver Strand (to be
confirmed)
10-11am *Visit Post 2422 – General Henry D. Styer
12-1:30pm *Visit Post 7907 – Lt. Fred Lewis Kent
2-3:30pm *Visit Post 3783 – Private First Class Archie G.
McArthur (NROTC Awards)
3:30-4:30pm *Return to hotel
Banquet @ Post 2082 – Lemon Grove
5-6pm *No host cocktails
6pm *Presentation of Colors and Introduction of Guests
6:30-7:30pm *Dinner
7:30-8pm *Show
9-10pm *Return to hotel
Sunday – 1/14/18
9am *Auxiliary District Meeting @ Post 2082 – Michal A.
Monsoor

Please note, the above is the tentative schedule
and there may be changes – so stay tuned.
Additional Upcoming Events being held in Sacramento in
January 2018
1/19-1/21 *Mid-Winter/VOD
1/19/18 *Voice of Democracy Banquet
1/20/18 *Council of Administration Meeting
Forms for the Voice of Democracy Banquet, hotel
reservations and other information can be found on the
VFWCA website.
Be Safe and Happy Holidays to you and your family!!
Love and Loyalty,
Oneita Billings
District One VFW Auxiliary Publicity Chairman
oneita.billings@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF
ADJUTANT/QUARTERMASTER

Commanders, Captain, Quartermasters
& Paymaster, Comrades, and Sisters:
Hope that all enjoyed their Thanksgiving
and got enough Turkey and Pumpkin Pie.
Here it is December already and a New
Year is waiting in the wings. Does it not
seem like when you get older time moves
much faster. December looks to be a busy
month starting with the Care and Share
at VAMC La Jolla on 12/7 at 9:00 AM,
VOD/PP/Teacher Awards Luncheon on
12/9 at Carter-Smith Post 5867 starting at
11 AM. Moving right along on 12/16 its
Wreaths Across America, Ft Rosecrans at
8:00 AM, Greenwood at 10:00 AM. The
big thing happening is the 3rd Annual
Backpack Stuffing at the VAMC La Jolla
at 10:00 AM in the Multi-Purpose Room.
This year the Disabled American
Veterans and the Daughters of the
American Revolution made the donations
necessary to purchase the Backpacks.
Hope to see you there stuffing. On 12/19,
with six shopping days left until
Christmas, a joint membership meeting
will be held at Don Diego Post 7420
starting around at 5:30 to 6:00 PM.
One thing this Holiday Season we all need
to remember to give thanks to our
veterans still in harm's way and to those
who are not able to be home due to being
hospitalized, and our veterans that are
homeless. We all need to make 2018 a
better year for all. Remember the 3rd
Quarter starts on 1 January 2018 and
your Posts 2nd Quarter Audit is due at
Department by January 30th, 2018 or
before. Finally, every year, the National
Home for Children Helpline
assists hundreds of military and veteran
families in crisis who are confronting the
lingering impacts of war. These include

problems such as unemployment, PTSD,
physical disabilities, homelessness,
financial difficulties, divorce, and more.
The Helpline connects families to
information about veteran’s benefits,
social service agencies, or financial
assistance resources. This Service is
offered to all military families free-ofcharge, yet it takes a lot of resources to
keep it operating at the National Home.
Please Answer the call for military and
veteran families by making a special gift
to our Helpline Fund.
Please remember that call to our Helpline
is often the last hope for many struggling
families of deployed, active duty and
veteran soldiers.
Please show yours, and your Posts support
for the Home. Again, thanks for all you do
and let’s keep the “Mighty First” first. Any
Post or any Comrade needs help with audits,
programs or just a question; the District
Officers are here to help. Just give a yell!

May each and everyone in the
Mighty first has a very Merry
Christmas and a safe and Happy
New Year.
Jerry P. Koehmlein
District One Adjutant/Quartermaster
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Auxiliary Americanism
We begin this month with Honorable Remembrance for
Pearl Harbor Day, December 7, as we watch the United
States Naval Academy Men’s Glee Club perform ‘Eternal
Father’ aboard the USS Arizona Memorial, March 19,
2007. ‘Remember the Survivors’ - give them a HUG!

‘AMERICANISM IN PICTURES WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS’
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Chaplain’s Corner
James Wright
District 1
VFW Chaplain

Rachel Luke
District 1
Auxiliary Chaplain

Hello Everyone,
By the time that you see this message the
Thanksgiving Holiday will be over, and the biggest
shopping day of the year, Black Friday, will be
behind us. I hope that you had plenty of good food to
eat, saw a lot of football on TV, and took some time
to thank God for the many blessings that we enjoy.
Thank you to all of the Posts in our District that
were open to the public this Thanksgiving. This
allowed our homeless vets, single vets, and others
who just didn’t want to cook to have a place to go in
order to socialize with others, have a hot meal, and
see some great sporting events. Please pray for our
troops that were not able to be with their families
because they are currently deployed. I also pray that
this Holiday Season will bring each one of you all of
the joy and happiness that you can handle. Plus I
hope to see many of you at our joint District
membership meeting at our Don Diego Post in Barrio
Logan on Dec. 19. Also, please pray for our members
who are sick and shut in during the holidays.
I visited Past District 1 Commander Ed Ketcham
at Scripps Memorial Hospital, but he is now in
Remington Club Rehab. I visited District Service
Officer Scott Langhoff at Sharp Memorial Hospital,
but he is now at Kindred Hospital in North Park.
Both are doing better. If there are any others that you
are aware of please let me know. And please take the
time to let them know that you care about them just
like we did when we as a District met at the Chula
Vista Veterans Home on Nov. 19 of this year and
were able to arrive early enough before the meeting
to share a meal with some of the residents there and
engage them in meaningful conversation. This shows
that we live up to our motto of putting our veterans
first.
Happy Holidays,
Chaplain James

#################
#################
#################
#################
#################
#################
#################
#################
#################
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Post from a Post

#vfwpostpride
Each month, we capture one great social media post that
a Post has shared out onto Facebook. Use the hashtag
#vfwpostpride when you post to your Post or individual
Facebook pages. Plus, if you didn’t know already, this
hashtag also automatically sends your Facebook post to
the VFW National Website.

Patriotic Instructor
Have you made sure that the new Auxiliary member has
your personal attention in letting them know each of our
Traditions? Do you a have sheet of those Traditions to
give them at their first meeting so they can participate
properly and feel more a part of our family, or the 2018
Podium Book to give them? What Tradition do you see
that needs our attention the most? Review page 91 (Sec.
820) and page 96 (Sec. 916) in our new 2018 Podium
Book.
Flag Etiquette: Reference always available from our
National VFW organization, bookmark the website, at
https://www.vfw.org/Flag
It is always time to replace ‘unserviceable’ flags, those
tattered, torn, frayed and faded flags. Let folks know to
give that flag to a service organization who conducts a
proper retirement of the Colors. Thank you.
Never Forget… Always Remember Traditions
Americanism & Patriotism begins…. as early as
possible wherever there are children that we can teach.

Happy Holidays to all!
My December Gift To Dispatch Readers…
Enjoy the music ‘Sleigh Ride’ performed by the U.S.
Navy Band at the DAR Constitution Hall in Washington,
D.C. on December 15, 2012.
Bea Brunner
District 1 VFW Auxiliary Americanism Chmn. &
Patriotic Instructor
BeAvolunteer@hotmail.com

#############################
#############################
#############################
#############################
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VFW Opposes New VA Privatization Attempt
Congressman’s proposal breaks nation’s promise to veterans
WASHINGTON (November 27, 2017) — The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States is absolutely
opposed to the latest congressional attempt to fix the Department of Veterans Affairs.
The “fix,” as introduced last week by Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-Colo.), “throws out the idea of acceptable
patient wait times and eliminates the requirement of the veteran to ask for VA permission to use civilian medical
providers,” he said in a press release. His Veterans Empowerment Act, which is cosponsored by Reps. Mark
Meadows (R-N.C.) and Trent Franks (R-Ariz.), would also erode the VA’s health care system and charge veterans
for care related to their service-connected wounds, illnesses and injuries.
“Giving veterans access to high quality care isn’t the issue,” said VFW National Commander Keith Harman.
“Veterans enrolled in the VA already have access to the best integrated health care system in the world, as well as
access to the best outside providers. The issue is whether VA’s role should be limited to being an insurance
provider, which is how you dismantle the VA, not fix it,” he said. “You cannot dangle promises of better access and
care while stripping funding from VA health accounts to pay outside providers at far greater costs, and with zero
guarantee of better access or quality. The only thing this proposal will accomplish is kill the VA as a provider of
care to America's veterans while shifting the cost of care on to veterans.”
Aside from false promises, Lamborn’s bill would also establish a tiered premium support system that would
force disabled veterans rated less than 100 percent to pay a certain percentage of their service-connected health
care cost, whereas no copayments currently exist. “The VFW has long held that if our nation cannot afford to take
care of veterans, then our nation should quit creating them,” said Harman.
The VFW has conducted multiple surveys that reflect nearly 80 percent of VFW members who are eligible for
VA care choose to use their earned VA care, despite the overwhelming majority of them having other options, such
as employer-sponsored health insurance, the military’s TRICARE plan, or Medicare. “Veterans appreciate
options,” said Harman, “and ultimately they choose whichever health plan best fits their individual circumstances,
but having unregulated choice puts the onus on veterans to find their own care — and that decision needs to be
made between doctors and their patients, not by Washington.”
The VFW national commander explained that it took years for the VA's internal problems to boil over, yet
politicians, new administration appointees and surrogates continue to believe they have a solution where in fact all
they want to do is shift an inherent government responsibility into a civilian marketplace. Harman said the civilian
marketplace also has waiting lists, can't match the VA’s continuity and continuum of care, and doesn’t have the
VA's institutional knowledge and ability to address every malady that wounded, ill and injured veterans age 18 to
110 might have.
“Money isn’t the VA's problem insomuch as effective leadership, management and accountability are,” said
Harman. “Shifting finite resources to the private sector will only signal the beginning of the end of a federal
department that was created for the sole purpose of caring for America's veterans,” he said. “The private sector can
augment the VA but never replace it, which is a message the VFW will continue to carry to Congress and VA
Secretary Dr. David Shulkin as we work together to fix what's broken and restore the faith of veterans in their VA.”
The VFW national commander is now asking all 1.7 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliary to contact
their elected officials in the House and Senate to help ensure the Veterans Empowerment Act — and any others like
it — never sees the light of day. Take action now.

Page 1! 0

A Soldier’s
Night Before
Christmas
(Received by email. Written by
a soldier in Okinawa, Japan)
Twas the night before christmas,
He lived all alone,
In a one bedroom house made of
Plaster and stone.
I had come down the chimney
With presents to give,
And to see just who
In this home did live.
I looked all about,
A strange sight i did see,
No tinsel, no presents,
Not even a tree.
No stocking by mantle,
Just boots filled with sand,
On the wall hung pictures
Of far distant lands.
With medals and badges,
Awards of all kinds,
A sober thought
Came through my mind.
For this house was different,
It was dark and dreary,
I found the home of a soldier,
Once i could see clearly.

December 2017

Was this the hero
Of whom i'd just read?
Curled up on a poncho,
The floor for a bed?

I couldn't help wonder
How many lay alone,
On a cold christmas eve
In a land far from home.

I realized the families
That i saw this night,
Owed their lives to these soldiers
Who were willing to fight.

The very thought
Brought a tear to my eye,
I dropped to my knees
And started to cry.

Soon round the world,
The children would play,
And grownups would celebrate
A bright christmas day.

The soldier awakened
And i heard a rough voice,
"Santa don't cry,
This life is my choice;

They all enjoyed freedom
Each month of the year,
Because of the soldiers,
Like the one lying here.

I fight for freedom,
I don't ask for more,
My life is my god,
My country, my corps."

www.vvsd.net

The soldier rolled over
And drifted to sleep,
I couldn't control it,
I continued to weep.
I kept watch for hours,
So silent and still
And we both shivered
From the cold night's chill.
I didn't want to leave
On that cold, dark, night,
This guardian of honor
So willing to fight.

The soldier lay sleeping,
Silent, alone,
Curled up on the floor
In this one bedroom home.

Then the soldier rolled over,
With a voice soft and pure,
Whispered, "carry on santa,
It's christmas day, all is secure."

The face was so gentle,
The room in such disorder,
Not how i pictured
A united states soldier.

One look at my watch,
And i knew he was right.
"Merry christmas my friend,
And to all a good night."

More

Photo: The Marines of Company A, 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment.(detail) Photo by: Cpl. Randy Bernard. Operation Iraqi Freedom
Photos On
.
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To: Commander-in- Chief Keith Harman
From: Robert E. Wallace
Assistant Adjutant General & Executive Director, VFW Washington Office
Date: November 22, 2017
Re: U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs
Background
At the invitation of the U.S. Co-Chairman of the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs (USRJC), and with the
concurrence of the Russian Co-Chairman, I was assigned by VFW Commander-in- Chief Keith Harman to represent the
organization as an observer to the XXI Plenum of the Commission in Moscow, Russia. The VFW was the only Veterans
Service Organization invited. I departed the United States on Nov. 4 and returned Nov. 11, and was joined in Moscow by a
representative of the National League of Families of POW/MIAs of Southeast Asia.
The USRJC was established in 1992 by President George H. W. Bush and Russian President Boris Yeltsin. Its purpose is to
determine the fates of missing and unaccounted for American and Soviet service members from World War II, the Korean
War, the Cold War and Vietnam, as well as unaccounted-for Russians from their 10-year war in Afghanistan.
After an 11-year break, this year’s plenum was the second consecutive meeting to be held since the sessions resumed last
year in Washington, D.C. Through most of the interim years, VFW senior leadership had traveled to Moscow to urge the
Russian Government to re-establish their side of the Commission. We had met with Russian veterans, members of their
Duma, Federation Council, and Ministries of Defense and Foreign Affairs to solicit their assistance and commitment to
this humanitarian mission, so we are pleased the Commission is now meeting hopefully on a regular basis.
The Russian Government currently has five staff in Washington working in our National Archives to help determine the
fate of missing Soviet service members. Unfortunately, due to the current political environment between our two countries,
staffing reciprocity does not exist. Commission staff in the U.S. Embassy in Moscow have been furloughed,
and our government now has to send individuals over on a rotating basis. It is hoped that some type of contracts can be
developed to re-hire the Russian nationals for archival research projects.
For more information on the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs, go to the official web page.
Commission Activities
I was able to attend both opening and closing sessions, and visit the four USRJC working group meetings. I had the
opportunity to speak at the closing session, as well as at the Vietnam working group meeting. I was an observer at the
World War II, Korea and Cold War meetings.
I was very impressed by the sincerity and directness of U.S. Commission members, as they detailed individual cases that
we want the Russians to investigate. Archival access is an ongoing issue that must be resolved in order to obtain answers
to the fates of missing Americans. The obvious next step is for the Russians to make progress on the cases presented.
I attended a Commission reception hosted by U.S. Ambassador to Russia Jon Huntsman and his wife, Mary Kaye, at their
residence. The Ambassador delivered powerful, unscripted remarks about his commitment to the POW/MIA mission, and
on the importance of the Commission’s work in finding answers for U.S. and Russian family members about their missing
loved ones. I also had the opportunity, along with National League of POW/MIA Families board chairwoman Ms. Ann
Mills Griffiths, to meet with Ambassador Huntsman two days later, where he repeated his full support for the mission once
again. In addition, I had the opportunity to meet with Russian veterans who VFW has worked with in the past, and urged
them to push their national leaders to break down the walls of the archives. On a side note, this year marks the centennial
of the Bolshevik Revolution that toppled Tsar Nicholas II, and our hosts ensured we were so informed. I was able to view
a military parade in Red Square with many participants dressed in former uniforms. I was given a briefing and tour of their
Air Defense Museum in the nearby town of Balashikha, and toured exhibits dedicated to paratroopers, Russian Air-Cosmic
Forces, and one about Russia’s current involvement in Syria. I also presented a wreath at the Russian Federal Military
Cemetery on behalf of the VFW. Our wreath, as well as a Commission wreath and a National League of POW/MIA
Families wreath, were the first American wreaths ever placed in the cemetery.
Next Step
I was urged by both sides of the Commission for VFW to resume its senior leader visits to Russia in either late summer or
early fall 2018. The visit would be similar to those conducted in the past, with meetings with Commission members,
Russian Veterans Organizations, and their Duma and Federation Council to thank them for getting the Commission going
again, as well as to urge them to figure out how to resolve cases that require access to their highest level archives. We
would also meet with U.S. Embassy and assigned military personnel. This invitation will be a topic of discussion for the
VFW Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief as he plans his year. VFW senior leadership had previously visited Russia every
year between 2004 and 2013, but the fact-finding trip was paused in 2014, when Russian troops entered the Ukraine.
Conclusion
The trip was very positive and I thank both the U.S. and Russian side of the Commission for extending the invitation to the
VFW, as well as to Commander-in- Chief Harman for assigning me to attend. The trip also reinforces that our VFW is the
lead VSO on the POW/MIA issue.
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VFW Post 9578 Auxiliary presents:

Sign up at the Canteen by
Nov 27 at 3pm
For more information, Call Kimberley at 619-729-3153
VFW Post 9578 844 Tavern Rd. Alpine, CA
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SATURDAY, January 13, 2018
Michael A. Monsoor VFW Post 2082
2885 Lemon Avenue, Lemon Grove CA 91945
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM Social Hour (No Host Cocktails)
6:00 PM Presentation of Colors by Mt Miguel H.S. Army JROTC
Introduction of Guests
6:30 PM

Buffet Style Dinner

7:30 – 8:00 PM HAWAIIAN Entertainment
8:00 PM Program

Please send your reservation no later than January 3rd, 2018 to:
Keith and Susan Mac Donald, Official Visit Chairman
13300 Los Coches Road E. #63, El Cajon, CA. 92021
(619) 806-1346 or smacdon407@aol.com
Make checks payable to VFW 1st District

For Hotel reservations contact:
Holiday Inn San Diego - La Mesa
8000 Parkway Dr. La Mesa, CA 91942
Phone: (619) 698-7747
“Reservations at 1-800-465-4329 and request the VFW 1st District rate.
Get Room for $109.00 & 10% Room Tax
Book by 12/12/17 for this rate.
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