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District 1
Commander
Doug Scholl
Am I ever glad the newsletter is electronic. That gave me

one more day to catch up with everything that went on at
the 118th Veterans of Foreign Wars National Convention in
New Orleans. Angie and I are glad to be home after
spending a week going from 90% plus humidity to rooms
chilled to 65 degree to ward off said humidity.
Notwithstanding we had an amazing trip and lots of good
work got done.
You come up through the ranks, just like everyone
else, and your heart tells you that you love this job,
working with veterans, advocating on their behalf,
demonstrating patriotism, enjoying a cold beverage, an
overcooked hamburger or two, but with those great times,
come the somber times. We honor our treasured heroes, we
pay tribute to those who never came home and we console
each other as our friends report to their final muster on the
parade fields of heaven. The Mighty First District lost a
great one this past month. Past All American State
Commander Walt Hamilton passed away after many
medical battles, both won and lost. Walt was an honored
comrade of Post 7420 Don Diego. Walt leaves behind a
legacy that will endure for many decades for as much as he
was a friend, he was a mentor to many. Many throughout
this District are his closest of friends and have sat at his
side and listened to how it was done and how it could work
in these changing times. I’m glad for all the times I got to
spend with Walt, but I know there are many others who
have known him longer and done more with him and those
comrades and our Auxiliary are hurting by his loss. As of
this time, planning of services are in progress. As soon as
we know final wishes, we will communicate dates and
times for services and honors for our comrade Walt
Hamilton.
Most Post Commanders and I have received messages
this month concerning the Postcard and E-mails stating
“Important Membership Verification Now Due”. I assure
you this is legitimate, as voted on by the 2016-2017
Council of Administration. Look for my article Page 4 of
this newsletter.
Service First: My mission is to help all the Posts in the
District become better. It’s not my job to berate
commanders and comrades. I encourage all commanders
and line officers to get in contact with your District
Commander and District Line Officers. Posts have
problems, hiccups, the best of intentions, however the
smallest of problems can grow and fester into big
problems. Let’s serve each other and find workable
solutions, keep the small problems small and solve them so
they won’t come back and we understand why they arose in
the first place. We have 22 Past District Commanders and
three Past State Commanders here in this District — they
are all an amazing resource.
See Commander, Page 3

District 1
President
Beth Flinn
Hello Sisters, Brothers and Comrades,

It looks like everyone had a fantabulous time at the

National Convention in New Orleans from the pictures I
have seen. Welcome home!
The Coronado 4th of July Parade was a wonderful
experience. A big “thank you” goes out to Jerry for driving
District Commander Doug Scholl and I in the Parade.
Thank you to Grace Leyva, District Jr Vice President, for
arranging the transportation for the line officers, and to
Brother Daniel for driving. To the District Color Guard,
hats off to you Sheila Jo, John and Lori for your endurance
marching the total parade route — I am so sorry for the
sunburned heads.😒
July 18 was the School of Instruction. Thank you for
taking the time to make some awesome presentations!
The positive remarks were great.
July 23 was a very moving day at Stand Down. We
wrapped Buddy Poppies around more than 800 silverware.
To hear the thank you from Veterans and their families for
our service to them was priceless.
July 25 was our first membership meeting. We had a
few glitches but overall it went well.
July 26 first floor practice. Awesomesauce!! Don't
worry, you guys were great and we will be fine.
Things coming up to remember to get done:
* Bond sent in to Department: they will send you a
receipt of proof until original is sent.
* Audit was due Jul. 31 and sent in to Department.
* A copy of the Audit needs to be given to the
Post Commander by the end of August.
* 990N and 199N FTB need to be filed by Aug.
31. If you need help, contact Alycia Ketchum,
District Treasure. If she is unable to help,
Contact Me and I will find someone who can.
* District Fundraiser August 5 at Golden Acorn.
* District Meeting August 6 at 1774 in La Mesa
on University.
Looking forward to seeing you at the District Meeting.
Respectfully, Loyalty and Love,
Beth Flinn
District 1 VFW Auxiliary President
Give A Hoot,
Love, Honor, Cherish Our Veterans
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Commander, cont.
I may not always have the answer immediately, but I
know who I can ask, if it’s not clearly defined by our
National By-Laws.
Stand Down: Thanks to Dannie Boston, Matt Foster
and everyone who came out to participate from our
Posts and Auxiliaries. Your pictures and posting to
Facebook allowed me to enjoy Stand Down in New
Orleans as you all cooked an amazing meal and served
more than 900 registered homeless. I’m so thankful for
all of those that took part on a beautiful Saturday. We
have one more Stand Down to go coming this January,
so if you didn’t get to participate or donate to Stand
Down “South,” the North County Stand Down will
occur in January at Green Oaks Ranch.
Quarterly Audits: Audits are due to Department by
the Posts and District to the office of the Department
Quartermaster by July 31st . They can be scanned and
e-mailed to milano@VFWCA.org or faxed to (916)
509-8720. It is too late for snail mail but: 9136 Elk
Grove Blvd., Suite 100, Elk Grove, CA 95624-2013. If
you are having trouble with your Audit and still
working on it, send what you have completed. Only one
trustee has signed it? Send it! Your Audit must be
received by July 31 correct or incorrect. We can
continue to correct the Audit past the 31st and send in a
corrected Audit. But Department must receive
something by July 31st . If you are having trouble with
your Audits please inform me and our Quartermaster
Jerry Koehmlein so we can assist you and keep the
blackout sheet clean.
National Convention: If you have never been, think
about attending. I have been the past three years
and absolutely love the camaraderie, the breakout
sessions, networking with our National Staff, and
yes sitting in the great hall listening to all the awards
and presentations that occur. Granted New Orleans was
a destination city to host a convention this year and
many of our comrades in attendance got to take some
time for themselves, the highlight for me personally was
seeing my mentor, my Commander, receive his All
American Department Commander cover and his Triple
Crown pin — congratulations Dale Smith.
You’ll see many new changes when the 2018
National By-Laws get printed. I was fortunate
enough to work on the committee that voted in these
changes. The biggest change will be an optional
“Contemporary Meeting” for Posts (and Posts only).
District and Departments will still perform full ritual.
This contemporary meeting will allow Posts to
streamline meeting if they choose. Designed to allow
large Posts and large membership to finish in a
timely manner and small Posts who struggle to meet a
quorum to be efficient and conduct business.
There is nothing that demands the contemporary
meeting or full ritual. It will be up to the decision of
the Post leadership and its members. I can foresee Posts
deciding to perform quarterly full rituals and the
interceding two months, run a contemporary meeting.
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There will be many questions once printed,
please ask if you have any!
Also the Veterans of Foreign Wars will now use
Parliamentary Procedure of Robert’s Rules of
Order vice Demeter’s. Demeter’s has not been updated
since 1968 (in Veteran terms, since the height of Vietnam)
and Robert’s is updated every decade. Currently the 11th
edition is the most current and was approved at
convention. There are not any radical changes to how we
conduct business, however it is best to have a copy in the
Post and get familiar with the coming changes.
I think that’s long enough. Hopefully you made it to
the end. It’s my goal to help all of you to do one thing
better or more than you did last year. For some of you,
that will be All American, for some All State, for others it
will be a new scholarship, entering a teacher, or hosting a
LEO/FF/EMT dinner. Let’s find that one more thing and
blow it out of the water!
Doug Scholl
Commander
#MightyFirst #ServiceFirst
doug.scholl.vfwpost3783@gmail.com

Disclaimer
The “Dispatch” is the official publication of Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States, District 1,
Department of California, and shall act as a periodical
for the benefit and enrichment of all VFW Posts, Ship,
and Auxiliaries in District 1.
As Department Officers, any and all communications
from the District 1 VFW Commander and Auxiliary
President are considered to be official as they have the
privilege of membership on the VFW Department of
California Council of Administration.

District Dispatch Editor
Steven Williams
###########
########### District 1 Sr. Vice Commander
9122 Bubbling Wells Road
###########
Lakeside, CA 92040
vfwnoonedoesmore4vets@gmail.com
(619) 922-0330
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Commander breaks down confusing yellow post cards

All of you should have, by now, received a yellow mailer and/

or an e-mail that looks like it comes directly from the VFW
Department of California. You have NO OBLIGATION to
participate in the program if you so choose, even though the
mailers make it seem like it is mandatory to update your
information. I do, however, assure you that this is a legitimate
program, voted on and approved by the Department of
California Council of Administration in the 2016-2017 Year. It
is a fundraiser for the Department and allows PCI to create a
California “Yearbook” (my term for it). The approval allowed
PCI to contact all California VFW members and request their
updated information with the yellow cards and e-mails. There
is more information on the California VFW website and an
official California VFW flyer is included on Page 19.
I want to make it clear that you have three options:
* Ignore it: Your personal information will not be authorized
to be in the “Yearbook”; you can opt out of the e-mail also by
clicking the unsubscribe link in fine print at the bottom of the
e-mail as you can see in the image of my email here.
* Call and confirm: You can Authorize PCI to print your basic
information. This is at no cost to you.
* Call and create your custom yearbook legacy: This will
incur charges based on the package and wording you select
from PCI. You can add photos, military service history, VFW
service history.
After a collection period, PCI will organize, print and
publish the Department of California Veterans of Foreign Wars
“Yearbook”. If you call and verify, you can pre-order one of
the books. Expected cost is over $100.00 — remember it is a
fundraiser. After publishing, PCI will use the contact list again
to contact you to see if you want to purchase the “Yearbook”.
We don’t know how many copies will be published over the
amount ordered. This was discussed at the council, as there are
those of us who want to protect our personal information at all costs, and there are those that do want to leave behind
their lasting legacy, preserved in a book which their family and friends can enjoy for years to come. It was passed
knowing that all members would have the personal choice to not enroll/participate or enroll and be included in this
published yearbook.
The mailers to be used was not shared with the Council. Those in attendance are just as surprised as the next member
who received their cards. If you have more questions you may contact me. If you have detailed question about the
Yearbook itself, contact PCI at 1-800- 982-1590 (Corporate HQ) or the designated California number 1-877- 488-3840.
Doug Scholl
doug.scholl.vfwpost3783@gmail.com

Page 5!

August 2017

FROM THE DESK OF THE ADJUTANT/QUARTERMASTER
Commanders, Captain,
Quartermasters & Paymaster,
Comrades

First, congratulations are for our
own 1st District Dale Smith for
making ALL-AMERICAN State
Commander and our 1st District
Commander Michael Phillips for doing the same.
Congratulations goes to Posts 1512, 7766 and 10577
along with Ship 1774 for accomplishing ALLAMERICAN.
Stand Down “South” is over for another year.
Thanks to all the volunteers, Comrades, Sisters, and
Brothers who stepped forward and got done what
needed to be done for the evening meal. It was the
same group that can be counted on every year.
Roughly 750 to 800 Veterans, their families if
present and volunteers got served 500 plus pounds of
beef that was prepared by Post 3783. Again, thank
you very much for the Posts from South Bay (1),
Center City (4), East County (1Aux) who made
donations to help offset the cost for the District.
January is North County Stand Down.
The National Convention is done and the
2017-2018 VFW Year is now in full swing. One of
the easiest things for a Post to accomplish is get their
Quartermaster’s Bond and to register their Service
Officer. This needs to be taken care of by August 31.
Post Commanders need to read the All State
requirements which tells them what Posts should
accomplish to reach their stepping stone to All
American. Also, remember to place your order for
the new 2018 VFW Podium Edition, By-Laws, VFW
Store Catalog No. 04108, Cost $7.25 plus shipping.
It appears when Posts have their Annual Post
Inspection this is one items that is missing or
not up to date.
Last, let’s not forget to remember our VFW
National Home for Children. There are many ways
to support the Home. Life Membership in the
National Home is only $35.00. A brick in your Posts
name can also be purchased.

For the 2017-2018 year, it would be great if all 30
Posts in the 1st District could donate $25.00 or more,
earmarked for the California Home and sent directly
to the National Home for Children. The District
needs to do much better this year. For more
information about the VFW National Home for
Children please go to their web site at
www.vfwnationalhome.org/. Please show
yours and your Posts support for the Home in
2017-2018.
Again, thanks for all you do and let’s keep
the “Mighty First” first. Any Post or any
Comrade who needs help with audits, programs or
just a question, the District Officers are here
to help. Just give a yell!

Jerry P. Koehmlein
District One Adjutant/Quartermaster

#####
#####
#####

Click an image to visit the VFW Store
and reserve your 2018 By-Laws:
###########
###########
###########
###########
###########

###########
###########
###########
###########
###########

################
JOIN
TODAY!
################
################
################
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Chaplain’s Corner
James Wright
District 1
VFW Chaplain
Hello Everyone,
I want to start by offering my condolences to the family of
District 1’s own Past Department of California Cdr. Walt
Hamilton. I was at the VFW National Convention in New
Orleans when I got the news about his passing, and it was
heart breaking to hear it. I last saw him at our State
Convention in Ontario, and he looked just fine. It should
serve as a reminder to us about how critical it is to check in
with people when we see them and spend time with them
because you never know when that might be your last
opportunity. Funeral services are still pending as I write
this message. So we will put that information out when we
get the word. Please keep his family in your prayers.
District Junior Vice Cdr. Ana Sanchez has been
discharged from the VA Hospital, but is now in hospice
care at home. She continues to be in good spirits, and she
is a fighter. Please continue to lift her up in your prayers.
Lastly, as I mentioned above, I just returned from the
VFW National Convention. There was some good
information put out during it for Chaplains and others that
are interested in doing service to help our veterans. Some
of the more important stuff included suicide awareness and
prevention training. An important aspect of this training
involves being present, being a good listener, and
understanding your role in this case is to keep the person
alive until first responders can get there or suicide
counselors are actually on the phone having a conversation
with the individual. We also had some mental health
awareness training. This training is important for each of
us because it gives us some important tools that may be of
use to us when we deal with veterans who have mental
health challenges.
I would love to fill you all in and share all of the useful
details about the Convention with the Chaplains and
anyone else in the Mighty First District that would like to
know about it. Last year I held a Chaplain’s Workshop
right after the Convention during the District School of
Instruction, but very few Chaplains attended it. So this year
I propose having it at a local Sizzler Restaurant here in San
Diego and we can have have lunch together. I would like to
shoot for 1 p.m. on either September 2, 9, 16, 25, or 30.
Please let me know if you are interested in attending, and
let me know what date and time works for you. You can
email me at jwrightcts@yahoo.com or call me at
(619)270-6233. So please pick a date, contact me, and plan
to attend. Thank you.
Blessings,
Chaplain James

Rachel Luke
District 1
Auxiliary Chaplain

Everyone should have settled into to their positions for

this year by now. I will have information folders for all
the Auxiliaries at our 1st District meeting August 6.
It is with great sadness that I inform you all of the
loss of two special Auxiliary members this past month:
Rose Busang and Betty Gideon. They are now in a
better place. Please pray for their friends and family to
help them heal from their losses.
Auxiliary Chaplains, please send me your names,
phone numbers and emails so I can get information in
your hands as soon as I get it. You can email me at
rachel.luke69@gmail.com
Feel free to contact me if you need assistance.
Rachel Luke
District 1 Auxiliary Chaplain

###################
###################
###################
###################
###################
###################
###################
###################
###################
###################
###################
###################
DOWNLOAD THIS POSTER
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VFW VAVS/Hospital
Greetings Mighty First District,
We are beginning a new year. Last year we were
very successful in caring for and serving our
Veteran Patients and their families. The Mighty
First District, Posts, Auxiliaries, and Members,
worked together to increase our donations to VA
San Diego Healthcare Systems by over 200%. A
large part, almost $7,000, was donated to the
Aspire Center. This includes a pending $2,000
donation by PSC Dale Smith. Thank you to all of
you for your outstanding support, and please
continue your efforts. Our mission is to serve and
assist our Veteran Patients and their families.
Donations are pouring in for our annual VA
Hospital Holiday Backpack Program. Thank you
to the Daughters of the American Revolution and
the Disabled American Veterans for pledging
donations of almost $1,800.00. The Backpack
Program will be Saturday, Dec. 16 at 9:00 a.m. in
the Multi-purpose room of the La Jolla VA
Hospital. Please contact the VAVS Office for a
wish list of needed gifts.
VA Construction Projects are continuing.
Please be patient when trying to find a parking
place. Our second parking garage will be open
soon. There will be a lot of construction on the
campus for several more years culminating with
the completion of the VA Hospital Trolley
station. At that time we should have three
completed parking garages with 1,400 spaces.
Our staff should be commended for parking offsite and taking the shuttles. It requires a lot of
extra time and effort just to get to work.
Coming up VA San Diego Healthcare will be
hosting the Veterans Summer Sports Clinic. They
have been the host of the clinic since it started 8
years ago. If you make a donation of $5,000 or
$10,000, you will receive a Gold or Silver
Sponsors Award. Our VAVS Program has
received several awards for donating $5,000. One
VFW Post donated $10,000 in 2009.
The age for Youth Volunteers is being raised
to 16 years of age. The younger volunteers were
prohibited from many clinic areas. Thank you,
good luck, and I hope everyone has a productive
and successful year
Yours in Comradeship
Randall Treadway
Chairman, VAVS/ Hospital/Home/JROTC
VFW First District

August 2017
VA SAN DIEGO HEALTHCARE
VOLUNTARY SERVICE NEEDS LIST
If you would like to support, these items are not available through
the VA’s appropriated funds.
Please call the office before purchasing.
T-Shirts
M, L, XL and up
Shoes
Size: 8 ½ - 12
Jackets
Size: M, L, XL, 2X and up
Underwear (new) Mens size S, M, L, XL, and up
Sweat shirts and pants all sizes
Patient Comfort Items Travel/Individual sized: (No Glass Bottles)
Reading Glasses
Bus passes for Emergency Room and social work, ADTP (Alcohol
Drug Therapy Program), Homeless Program
Canteen Coupon Books to provide haircuts for inpatients on long
term care unit
Disposable Cell Phones for Social Work/Homeless contact
Wheelchair Bags
Magazines (current within the last 4 months)
Crossword puzzle books (regular and large print)
Subscriptions to children’s magazines for Waiting Areas
Back Packs/Duffle Bags & Sleeping Bags for the Homeless
Baby Layettes – Women Veterans Program
Funds for: Patient Coffee Cart supplies (GPF1279), Emergency
funds for returning OIF/OEF military (GPF 1259), Funds to
provide a ride for Veterans coming to appointments from airport
(GPF 1259), Taxi cab funds for Veterans discharged after hours.
(GPF 1259), Patient recreational outings for any of the following
programs, Spinal Cord Injury Patients (GPF 1291), CORE
Program (GPF 1223)
National Events: Veterans Creative Arts Festival (GPF 1091),
National Veterans Wheelchair Games (GPF 1278), Veterans,
Golden Age Games (GPF 1091), Winter Sports Clinic (GPF 1291),
Summer Sports Clinic (Program - GPF 1248)
Food: OEF/OIF Outreach and Transition Initiative (prefer gift
cards to purchase what is needed), Infusion, Dialysis &
Emergency Dept – healthy snacks & juice patients, Sugar-free
candies, Healthy snacks for Patient Coffee Cart
Funds for the Aspire Center (GPF 1101)
You may make an electronic donation by going to
www.sandiego.va.gov and click on e-Donate. There are many
different programs you can earmark your donation to. Select the
fund and write comments in the box provided.
If you prefer to make a monetary donation, it can be mailed
directly to us. Please earmark your donation by indicating in the
lower left corner of your check, the intent of your donation.
Donations can be sent to us at:
VA San Diego Healthcare System
Voluntary Resource Management Service (135)
3350 La Jolla Village Drive
San Diego, CA 92161
Voluntary Service is very grateful for any donation you or your
organization can provide.
If you have any questions about any item listed, please contact
our office at (858) 642-3267.
Sincerely,
Donna M. Fischer, CAVS, FACHE
Chief, Voluntary Service
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VFW Legislative

Auxiliary Publicity

Comrades,
On Monday 07/24, the VFW asked its members
and supporters to call their Representatives and
demand they vote NO on S 114, which called for
the gradual privatization of the VA health care. The
troubling bill would have sent billions of dollars
into the private sector, using veterans benefits to
pay for it. Plus, it would have put no new resources
into the VA to address critical infrastructure and
staffing shortages. This call to action worked and
the House voted down S 114. Congress will soon
vote on legislation to fix the funding shortfall for
the VA and the Choice Program.
On the same day, Congress voted 405 – 0 to
pass the Forever GI Bill. HR 3218 addresses
current gaps in Post 9/11 GI Bill eligibility and
coverage. It ensures more veterans and their
surviving family members have an opportunity to
pursue their educational goals, such as Purple
Heart recipients who do not have the requisite
three years of active service; veterans attending
schools that close abruptly through no fault of
the veterans; and thousands of involuntarily
activated National Guardsmen and Reservists. It
also eliminates the 15-year rule, use-or- lose
limitation, which means veterans truly have a
lifetime to use their GI Bill.

Tentative Auxiliary Inspection Schedule

Other Bills passed last week are:
HR 2006, the VA Procurement Efficiency and
Transparency Act. HR 1690, the Department of
Veteran Affairs Bonus Transparency Act. HR 282,
the Military Residency Choice Act. HR 2772, the
VA Senior Executive Accountability Act. HR 3262,
the Grow Our Own Directive: Physician Assistance
Employment and Education Act of 2017. HR 95,
the Veteran’s Access to Child Care Act. And HR
873, the Global War on Terrorism Memorial Act.
Tom Dorsey, Legislative Chairman

Date

Auxiliary

Inspection Time

Aug. 1

1774 Osmond Kelly Ingram

5-6 p.m.

Aug. 8

1512 Encanto

6-7 p.m.

Aug. 8

3783 Ramona

6-7 p.m.

Aug. 9

2275 S.A.B.L.E

5:30-6:30 p.m.

Aug. 12

7041 Vista

9-10 a.m.

Aug. 15

4630 National City

6:30-7:30 p.m.

Aug. 17

2422 Gen. Henry D. Styer

5-6 p.m.

Aug. 27

2080 Campo

9-10 a.m.

Other Important Dates:
8/5/17 - District Auxiliary Golden Acorn Bus trip
8/6/17 - District Meeting @ 1774 O.K. Ingram @ 9 a.m.
8/22/17 - Membership Meeting – Dinner @ 6 p.m.
Announcements @ 6:30 p.m. and meeting starts
@ 6:45pm - location TBA
PLEASE NOTE: Inspection times are when the District
President and line officers arrive for Inspection. The
actual meeting begins one hour later. If you plan to attend an
Auxiliary meeting, as a courtesy, please contact the Auxiliary
President.
Oneita Billings, PDP 2016-2017
District One Auxiliary Publicity Chairman
oneita.billings@gmail.com

AUXILIARY PROGRAM &
PUBLICITY TOOLS

############# VISIT THE SITE and JOIN TODAY!
###########################
###########################
###########################
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Auxiliary Americanism
Patriotic Greetings to Everyone,
Our Americanism activities are an ongoing
everyday act of Patriotism. As we continue to
share with others about any aspect of our
Americanism program, let’s contact and get
information to our public libraries, local community
centers, Senior Centers, Daycare children centers, your
medical, dental and business offices; and even your bank
could use a patriotic holiday item of information.
Remember all our schools too — public, religious, private,
possibly college or other adult education facilities. Partner
with these places and see if you can be an add-on to a
program they may already have on their calendar. Making
a flyer or poster for them to use with their displays will
certainly reach beyond the extent of our individual contact.
Know information about our Federal Flag Code and items
of ‘Flag Education for Kids’ that was distributed at the
School of Instruction on July 8.
Our National organization has a new feature in the
Americanism Program: ‘Family Freedom Festival.’ It is
featured on the cover and in the July 2017 issue of the
“VFW Auxiliary Magazine” besides the Department
Program Book, page 33. We are to hold an event for the
community between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018 that
shows what the Post and Auxiliary does, how we positively
impact the community, promote patriotism, help veterans
and active-duty military, support legislative initiatives,
provide youth scholarship, special skills youth contests and
volunteer opportunities, to include an aspect of every
National Program in one event, and of course, increase our
membership. Invite and welcome them to participate in
your activities. You can be creative, do it your way. Of
course, there is a Family Freedom Festival tool kit
available on the National Website.
What else is new? Well interestingly, have you ever
heard of ‘The American’s Creed’? No, it’s not new, but
may be something new to be aware of. It was written by
William Tyler Page in 1917 and accepted by the United
States House of Representatives on April 3, 1918.
He wrote “I believe in the United States of America as a
government of the people, by the people, for the people;
whose just powers are derived from the consent of the
governed, a democracy in a republic, a sovereign Nation of
many sovereign States; a perfect union, one and
inseparable; established upon those principles of freedom,
equality, justice, and humanity for which
American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. I
therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to
support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag,
and to defend it against all enemies.”
View more ‘Historic Documents’ HERE.
‘Patriotic Instructor’ — Let’s please try, when we recite
the ‘Pledge of Allegiance,’ to say the phrase ‘one Nation
under God’ as it is written – all in one breath, don’t pause
half way. Doesn’t matter what the sports fans do, you just
do it your way – properly.
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Also, Hand-Over-Heart or Military Salute for our Flag
as we sing the National Anthem, The Star-Spangled
Banner. Let others know that God Bless America (no
matter how popular) is NOT entitled to our National
Anthem’s salute; not even for a seventh-inning stretch.
Both of these items are a part of our Americanism
Program Goals: Flag Education and Promote
Patriotism. Forever Let Us Remember… our citizenship
privilege and duty. With thanks, honor, respect to all our
veterans and active-duty military!
Upcoming events:
* Aug. 13 – ‘Spirit of ‘45 Celebration’ (end WWII)
* Sept. 14 – Anniv. of the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’
* Sept. 15 – POW/MIA Day (Sept.16 ceremony).
* Sept. 17 – U.S. Constitution Day
* Oct. 21 – Massing of the Colors & Service
* Nov. 9 – Veteran of the Year Luncheon
* Nov. 11 – Veterans Day Parade
* Dec. 7 – Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
* More events listed on the District 1 Website
Americanism & Patriotism begins here.
Bea Brunner
District 1 VFW Auxiliary Americanism Chmn. &
Patriotic Instructor

Auxiliary V & FS
Let’s get a great start to the new program year! Looking
forward to the “Mighty First District” having another
banner one! Our goal is support of all of our Veterans
and Military.
For example, the Adopt-a-Unit Program, Operation
Uplink, Unmet Needs, Supporting the “Sports Clips”
scholarship program, and National Veterans Service to
support our service officers.
Our San Diego Service Officer is:
Marilyn Maxwell, VFW Department Service Officer
VA Regional Office
8810 Rio San Diego Drive, Room 1161
San Diego, CA 92108
Phone: (619) 400-5322 Fax: (619) 291- 8516
marilyn.maxwell@va.gov
Upcoming Events:
DAV Veterans Job Fair: Aug. 3, 11 a.m.
Scottish Rite Event Center, San Diego
Special Program: Next Step Service Dogs: Pairing
Veterans with service dogs directed for needs with
PTSD. Located in Escondido. Please support this
excellent program.
Loyally,
Laura Ashley
V & FS Chairman, District 1
lashley5255@gmail.com
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Social Media Spotlight

#vfwpostpride
This is a new section in the Dispatch where we
will capture one of the great things a Post has
done during the month AND shared it out on
Social Media. How will we find this submission
each month? Well, the large bold letters above are
the key - #vfwpostpride. We type this into
Facebook and can sort through all of the Posts
who are out there sharing their good work and
including that hashtag in the text of their posts. If
you didn’t know already, this hashtag also
automatically sends your Facebook post to the
VFW National Website. You can also use this
website, this newsletter, and other electronic
media as proof sources of the future of VFW
communications. We are way behind in the VFW,
but we are catching up. You can be part of this
positive process as we dominate cyberspace!

Auxiliary Membership
Greetings to you all,
As most of you are well aware, the new MALTA
program has still not opened for members or
treasurers to use. There was an announcement from
our Department Secretary on the Department
Website in regards to this. MALTA came up for
limited use on July 10th. Only Department Officers
have access to it right now. As might be expected,
there have been bugs, but the basic system is
working well. They are looking to Department
Officers to find the bugs and allow them to fix it.
Once they are fixed it will be opened to the wider
membership. Marilyn has been able to process all
early bird memberships. Next week she will
continue with membership transmittals received
during July. She will also review the Auxiliary and
District Officer Installation lists to ensure they are
complete and correct. What she cannot yet tell us is
any of the Membership totals. Last year’s numbers
are not yet appearing and this years are showing
too high which she is certain is not a data problem
but a logic one within the program.
For you treasurers, when the program does come
on online, you MUST “configure dues” for your
Auxiliary. If this is not done correctly then your
members can be overcharged. As soon as the
system is ready, she will post email instructions for
how to configure dues!!
REMEMBER: You can always call either
Department or Alicia for assistance if you need
help with MALTA.
Our next Membership meeting will be at the
Encanto Post 1512 Aug. 22. Dinner starts at 6 p.m.
See you then.

www.vvsd.net

############
############
############
############
############
############
############
############

Loyally,
Christine Edwards, Membership Chairman
GIVE A HOOT, GO RECRUIT!!

####################
####################
####################
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California collected $320 on the
spot for VFW National Home
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District supports 30th VVSD San Diego Stand Down

By Kathie Okolski
District 1 Auxiliary Sr Vice President
District 1 Auxiliary Stand Down Chairman

Thank you to all who came out and gave a hand. Your help,

and your patience was greatly appreciated. They really
loved our meal. We were able to serve them twice. The
weather held out and was not too bad. Thank you to all the
Posts and Auxiliaries that brought down donations, knowing
they are going to be used well makes it all worth while.
We served 1,300 meals and covered more than 3,500
eating utensils with Buddy Poppies.
If you were not able to come down or send anything in,
you can still support them by sending in a donation to
District marked ‘Stand Down.” Please remember to send in
your reports for participation as well.
Thank you again. I am looking forward to seeing some of
you at the next one in North County in January.
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1st DISTRICT AUXILIARY
GOLDEN ACORN BUS TRIP
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 2017
INCLUDES BUS TRANSPORTATION, $20.00 FREE PLAY FROM CASINO

PICKUP TIME 10:00AM – POST 1512 LEMON GROVE
DEPARTURE TIME 4:00PM SHARP – GOLDEN ACORN
DONATION $20.00
CONTACT PERSONS:
DIANE GETGEN
CELL (619) 997-3776
CONNIE JAMES
(619) 825-5145
ONE PERSON WILL WIN A FREE TRIP,
SNACKS, PRIZES LOTS OF FUN

GOLDEN ACORN HAS A LUNCHEON SPECIAL: PRIME RIB AND THE TRIMMINGS FOR $7.77

GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY
LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE
SPONSORED BY:

1ST DISTRICT AUXILIARY WAYS & MEANS
AYWAYSYASUKO “YATSIE” GETGEH
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IT’S COMING!!!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
The annual VFW Auxiliary Rummage Sale
August 12, 2017
7:00am -1:00pm
Lt. Fred Lewis Kent 7907
12342 Old Pomerado Road, Poway, CA 92064
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!

WHAT BETTER WAY TO RAISE MONEY FOR “NEXT STEP SERVICE DOGS”
THAN TO USE OUR VALUABLE ASSETS (US!) AND PUT TOGETHER A COOKBOOK!!!
“PRESIDENT TRACI’S SPECIAL PROJECT”
We are putting together a DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA COOKBOOK as a fundraiser
for “NEXT STEP SERVICE DOGS” and are looking for recipes from all of you! Please
fill out the following AND/OR attach your recipe:
Name________________________________________________________
Auxiliary_________ District___________ Recipe Title
_________________________________
Recipe:____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Deadline for recipes is October 1, 2017. We want to have the Cookbooks ready
for the holidays at President Traci’s Homecoming October 27-28, 2017.
Thank you so much!
Sheri Carrington, Chairman (619) 721-4902
13300 Los Coches Road East #6, El Cajon, CA 92021 or
cookbook4k9svfwaux@yahoo.com
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